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CONGRESS IS COMING! 


THE ZEST O' FIESTA 


BHNC's Community Congress will take place 
on Saturday, June 11, at 10 a.m. at the 
Neighborhood Center. Congress is a time for 
all new and seasoned BHNC 
BY members to gather and dis- 

AMBER cuss the past year's work. 
PICOU AND Just as the staff has a job to 
KATHY fulfill the mission of the 

O'GRADY BHNC, members also have 

the task of helping the board 
and the staff be accountable to that mission 
statement. The BHNC is here to preserve and 
enhance the diversity and well-being of 
Bernal Heights and its residents. 

BHNC staff and members will come 
together to showcase our past year's work 
and comment on ongoing campaigns, con¬ 
cerns, and issues. We will also formally intro¬ 
duce our new executive director, Joseph 
Smooke, who has been BHNC's housing 
services director for several years. 

The format of Congress will be different this 
year. The formal part of the meeting will end 
by noon, with lunch to follow. Previously, 
Congress has lasted up to four hours, with 
breakout sessions on community issues. With 
input from the BHNC board, staff, and com¬ 
munity members, we have pared down the 

HEALTH NEWS 

Silver Ave. Health Center may dose 

The San Francisco Health Commission is 
threatening to cut the city's primary care serv¬ 
ices, which are used by the elderly, recipients 
of public assistance, single par- 
BY ents, and the working poor and 
SUSAN middle-class residents who do not 
MURPHY have health-care benefits or insur¬ 
ance through their jobs. The com¬ 
mission's proposed options include closing a 
health center and sell the building, or making 
an across-the-board 20 percent cut in funding 
to all health centers. 

The impact from this drastic action would 
probably lead to the cutting of healthcare serv¬ 
ices for as mariy as nine thousand city residents, 
and cutting at least 2,400 visits to the Silver 
Avenue Family Health Center at 1525 Silver 
Avenue alone. The center serves residents in the 
Bayview, Bernal Heights, the Excelsior, and 
Silver Terrace among other low-income districts, 
where more than 40 percent of the city's public 
housing is. Already, patrons of the center have 
to wait three months or more to see a doctor or 
nurse; the 20 percent cut could almost double 
that wait. People could die, or be forced to make 
emergency-room visits for regular medical treat¬ 
ment. This is an attack on the poor! 

If the Health Commission implements these 
proposed cuts, it will be violating its own mis¬ 
sion statement (that of the SF Department of 
Public Health), which includes "preventing dis¬ 
ease and injury and providing quality, compre¬ 
hensive, culturally proficient health services." 
Sign the petitions to save the Silver Avenue 
Family Health Center at the center's front desk. 
Call-to-action cards to send to the mayor, 
supervisors, and the commission will soon be 
available. Please take actionl ■ 

Susan Murphy is the president of the 
Community Advisory Board at the SAFHC. 


agenda and will not have these sessions. We 
will focus more on a visual synopsis of each 
department's work and the board's elections 
process. 

BHNC members are the backbone of the 
center, and the 2005 Membership Drive is 
under way! As we go to press, the BHNC 
membership stands at 321. Our goal is to 
reach 1,362 members by June 30. To 
achieve this goal, we need donations to start 
rolling in at around 36 each day. Renewal 
letters have been sent to current and past 
members, and we urge you all to please send 
in your membership donation today! To 
renew your BHNC membership or to become 
a new member, please fill out the form on 
page 14 or stop by the center. 

Membership donations are a crucial part of 
our organization's funding, and members are 
also entitled to vote for the 8HNC board at 
Congress. As a neighborhood-based nonprofit, 
the BHNC is its membership. Our members are 
the voice of the community, guiding and direct¬ 
ing us on issues relating to the neighborhood. 

Please join us in achieving our goal of 
1,362 members by the end of June. By 
investing in the BHNC, you are investing in 
your neighborhood and its future. ■ 


It still isn't too late to get started on your 
New Year's resolutions -- and it's never too 
early to volunteer for. Fiesta! 

Did you resolve to volunteer this year? 
Get more involved in your neighborhood? 

Make new friends? Has 
BY the thought of doing 

CLAIRE monotonous tasks like 

VAN ZEVERN pulling weeds, picking 
up trash, or stuffing 
envelopes steered you away from other vol¬ 
unteer opportunities? Well, look no further. 
Fiesta is the volunteer opportunity you have 
been waiting for. 

Fiesta is an annual street faire held in 
October along Cortland Avenue. For the past 
seventeen years, Cortland shuts to traffic and 
hosts to food, arts and crafts vendors, games, 
and live music. Unlike other SF street fairs, 
Fiesta is family-oriented - no alcohol spon¬ 
sorships, and lots of activities for kids like 
pony rides and a petting zoo. This year’s 
Fiesta will be on Sunday, October 16. 

Believe it or not, Fiesta is entirely put on by 
volunteers and the staff of the Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center. Fiesta is a fund-raiser 
for the BHNC, providing money for direct 
programs such as homebound senior servic¬ 


es, at-risk youth activities, and community 
concerns such as the preschool relocation 
and building low income affordable housing. 
Last year, more (han fifteen thousand people 
showed up, and our raffle's grand prizes 
were free plane tickets to New York. 

We need you! This fun street faire relies 
upon the talent of our neighborhood volun¬ 
teers. We need volunteers for every aspect 
of Fiesta, from choosing the bands to draft¬ 
ing public service announcements and 
planning children's activities. In fact, we 
have a variety of opportunities; one of 
them could be perfect for you! We can't 
guarantee that you will stuff envelopes, but 
we can guarantee that you will meet friend¬ 
ly neighborhood residents and that your 
talents will be appreciated. 

So don't forget to mark your calendars for 
October 16. Hey, you may not lose that fif¬ 
teen extra pounds or achieve world peace, 
but you could cross off "Get more involved 1 ' 
from your New Year's resolution list. ■ 

To help with Fiesta, please e-mail 
volunteer coordinator Kristen 
at fiesta@bhnc.org or call Fiesta 
coordinator Claire at 206-2140 ex. 400. 

said she would return in one month to 
address the listed concerns. 

"I was personally disappointed by the lack of 
respect some people showed," says the Bernal 
resident who spearheaded the meeting. "I 
believe that if we are to make a difference in our 
community, we need to focus on how we can 
work together with the police officers in our 
community. They are not our adversaries, and 
need our support and cooperation as they put 
their lives on the line daily. ... I believe that the 
meeting went well and that our goal is not impos¬ 
sible. I think that we can better our community." 

Our next meeting will be held on Monday, 
June 13, at 7:00 p.m. at the BHNC. Crime pre¬ 
vention specialists from San Francisco S.A.F.E. 
(Safety Awareness for Everyone) will be present 
to train participants on the formation of a 
Neighborhood Watch. Neighbors will then be 
encouraged to form individual block watches 
with the assistance of SAFE, BHNC, and 
Ingleside police. Block watches can strengthen 
relationships and communication between 
neighbors, and with Ingleside Station, creating 
a network that can be immediately activated to 
prevent or respond to a crime. 

A new e-mail discussion group, Bernalsafe, 
was also created to provide a means for neigh¬ 
bors to share information on safety. The group 
is open to all. To find out the date of Chief 
Fong's return, or for an update of public safe¬ 
ty organizing in the neighborhood, please call 
Anna Ulbrich at 206-2140 xl52. To join the 
online group, go to www.groups.yahoo.com 
and search for Bernalsafe. ■ 

SIGN UP FOR THE 
HILLWIDE GARAGE 
SALE! ~ SEE PAGE 3 



Dozens of BHNC volunteers celebrated at a party held in their honor last month 
at the Neighborhood Center. T-shirts were handed out, delicious food was 
served, and a fun time was had by all. 


PUBLIC SAFETY IN BERNAL 

Police Chief Feng meets with Bernal residents concerned about crime 


On May 22, more than thirty Bernal residents 
met to discuss their public safety concerns 
with Ingleside police officers, Police Chief 
Heather Fong, and Robert Ortega, liaison to 
Mayor Gavin Newsom. 

One upper Cortland resident asked the 
BHNC's Community Organizing Department to 
set up a community meeting on 
her concerns. This resident, who 
would like to remain anonymous, 
has been a victim within the last 
few months, and wrote to Mayor 
Newsom requesting more police 
officers for Bernal. She began attending the 
monthly Police Community Relations Meetings 
for Ingleside District, talked with city officials, 
and decided to plan a community meeting on 
public safety. 


BY 

AMBER 
PICOU & 
ANNA 
ULBRICH 


A variety of safely "hot spots" were dis¬ 
cussed. Some attendees focused on recurring 
problems with rowdy and dangerous neigh¬ 
bors. Others talked about the youth who hang 
out on the corners along Cortland, and there 
was some discussion about drug deals wit¬ 
nessed by residents. The police officers helped 
residents understand what they could do, the 
connection between the police and the district 
attorney's office, and how residents could 
resolve some issues. 

Chief Fong talked about the budget, the 
different types of crimes being perpetrated 
throughout the city, and specific issues per¬ 
taining to Bernal Heights. Bernal resident 
Buck Bagot suggested attendees create a 
wish list outlining what residents would like 
to see addressed by the police. Chief Fong 
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BHNC WELCOMES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The board and staff of the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center are pleased to announce the hiring of Joseph 
Smooke as the new executive director of the BHNC. Joseph's selection is the result of a six-month transition that 
culminated this spring in a national search that attracted a diverse and talented pool of applicants. 

Joseph was selected in part for his collaborative efforts to build award-winning affordable housing for BHNC over 
the past eight years; his passion for the center's unique blend of services that support our mission to preserve and 
enhance the ethnic, cultural, and economic diversity; as well as his invaluable experience in community develop¬ 
ment, organizing, direct service, and board leadership with the Community Housing Partnership. 

Joseph will formally transition into his new position June 7. He can be reached at 206-2140 ext 157 or via e- 
mail at jsmooke@bhnc.org. Please take a moment to welcome him, and if you already haven't had the pleasure of 
working with him, introduce yourself. 

We especially want to thank Viola Morris, who served as our interim executive director throughout our transition. 
Her leadership and commitment to the agency allowed the Transition Committee to take the time necessary to con¬ 
duct a thorough search incorporating invaluable input from the community and BHNC staff. Once Joseph begins his 
new position, Viola will continue to serve as deputy director, the job she has held for more than seven years. 

Our heartfelt thanks to all Bernal residents for your support of BHNC and Joseph through this leadership tran¬ 
sition. Please join the Board of Directors and membership in celebrating BHNC's accomplishments and formally 
welcoming Joseph as executive director at our annua! Community Congress on Saturday, June 11. Doors will 
open at 9:30 a.m.; the program will begin at 10:00 a.m. and run until noon. Lunch will be provided by the 
BHNC, so plan on staying. We hope to see you there. 


Sincerely, 

Johanna Silva 

President, Board of Directors 

MEET THE NEW BOSS 

Amber Picou talked to Joseph 
Smooke to find out more about him. 


AP: What experience do you bring to the ED position? 

JS: I worked from 1993 to 1996 with a Bay Area nonprof¬ 
it housing and services provider called Innovative Housing 
(IH). IH provided "supportive shared housing" to primarily sin¬ 
gle-parent families in Sonoma, Marin, San Francisco, San 
Mateo, and Santa Clara counties. I was the housing develop¬ 
er and asset manager for the organization, so I logged a ton 
of miles on my car! 

Although IH was a great organization, I wanted to focus my 
work on San Francisco, my home since 1992. At the beginning 
of 1997, I was lucky to be hired by BHNC to be the housing 
director, fulfilling this desire. While here at BHNC, my experi¬ 
ence has expanded way beyond the technical challenges of 
building affordable housing. This has happened partly 
because of my interests, partly because of BHNC's organiza¬ 
tional approach to all of its work, which is to be holistic and 
collaborative, and partly because of the amazing staff and 
board support I've had for more than eight years. 

AP: How do you plan to represent BHNC to foundations, 
city, state, and national agencies? 

JS: I look forward to creating new and expanding existing 
relationships I've already established with foundations and 
city, state, and national agencies. Relationships with funders, 
advocacy and policy groups, and activists help sometimes to 
accomplish our mission directly through partnerships, and it 
also helps to raise the visibility of our work in turn connecting 
BHNC to people, technical resources, and funding resources to 
support our ambitious mission. 


Alan Fisher 

Chair, Transition Committee 



New ED Joseph Smooke 


AP: What is your vision 
for the BHNC over the next 
five to ten years? 

JS: Most importantly, 
we need to ensure that 
we're still able to continue 
our critical work despite 
shifting federal policies, 
declining local resources, 
and a growing divide 
between rich and poor 
which the Census Bureau 
has clearly documented. 
The 1,600 applicants for 36 units of affordable senior hous¬ 
ing we developed near Mission and Geneva, the overenroll¬ 
ment this year for our youth employment program, and the 
growing caseload for our senior programs are direct impacts 
of these external forces. 

Looking on the positive side, however, BHNC has tremen¬ 
dous resources, including a wonderful facility at 515 
Cortland, more than 1,300 dues-paying members, and an 
amazingly diverse community of blue- and white-collar 
workers, artists, renters, homeowners, city-officials, industry 
and community leaders, etc. So, at the core of my vision is 
to increase the number and diversity of our membership, 
and to activate our membership. In order to do this, we at 
BHNC need to be talking to people about what we do here, 
and we need to make BHNC the convening place for a 
broad range of issues and ideas because increasing, 
enhancing, and celebrating diversity and developing com¬ 
munity leadership is what BHNC is all about. ■ 

Amber Picou is the BHNC's Community Organizing 
Director. 


Like what you see in Hie NBJ ? Want 
to help your neighbors see it too? 

Become a Volunteer 
Distributor! 

The New Berna! Journal is delivered free to 
the doors of almost every home in Bernal. 

We rely on our generous volunteers to 
make sure that it reaches the houses of our 
neighbors, particularly our seniors who 
may not make it down to the stores where 
the NBJ is also available. Please help make 
a difference and volunteer to distribute 
around your area today. Even 
one block helps tremendously! 

To sign up, call Amber Picou 
at 206-2140 ext. 155 
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BERNAL PRESCHOOL NEWS 


New Bernal Journal 3 


Parents Sign Letter of Support 
for Paul Revere Improvements 

As the preschool year ended, parents, staff, and sup¬ 
porters celebrated another year of 
BY providing critical services to some 

MAURICIO Bernal students and families most in 
VELA need as eleven students graduated 
from this 25-year institution. Despite 
the Library Commission's vote in March to evict the 
Bernal Preschool in March 200Ó, families and staff 
seemed to be unfazed. 

Some time next year, the preschool students will 
move into the Paul Revere Elementary annex. Despite 
not having seen a timeline or other information about 
the new site, families signed a letter of support for 
Paul Revere childcare facilities renovation funds. After 
eight months of fighting to remain in the library, the 
vote to displace them, City College administration 
offering no support, and the nasty comments and lip 
service offered by the proponents of the "library-only 
building," parents felt it was best to sign. Although 
many wish to return to the library after the renova¬ 
tions are completed, they felt they had to have some 
temporary/permanent site option. 

Despite the library's usage of a $1 million short¬ 
fall as a rationale for the eviction, members of the 
campaign witnessed the library increasing the Noe 
Valley renovation by "up to $672,000" and read 
about an increase of $650,000 for West Portal, and 
expect the library will find the extra money for the 
Bernal renovation without including the preschool. It 
should also be mentioned that campaign members 
were denied access to the over-budget renovation 
cost estimate in order to see if prices had been inflat¬ 
ed or the city was paying too much, based on confi¬ 
dentiality of the bidding process. 

Although the school district is willing to house the 


preschool and wants it to become a "feeder school" 
for Paul Revere, many still have reservations. 
Enrollment there has dropped; the Dream School 
planning remains behind schedule, and is being pri¬ 
marily planned by downtown; and the second princi¬ 
pal offered the job has turned it down. With the large 
SFUSD deficit and the city losing poor children, the 
school could be recommended lor closure in the near 
future if performance doesn't soon improve. 

There are many questions still unanswered. And 
while the campaign will continue to organize against 
the eviction, we are hoping all of the library propo¬ 
nents will monitor the public library system, SFUSD, 
and City College to ensure the smooth transition from 
the library to Paul Revere. 

Despite all of the above concerns, we look forward 
to the new partnership and hope and expect it to be suc¬ 
cessful. We thank everyone who has and continues to 
participate and support the families and campaign. In 
the tradition of Bernal, we are now having another inclu¬ 
sive discussion and look forward toward a stronger out¬ 
come. There are many other "preschool fights" around 
race and class in the near future of Bernal and the city. 
The campaign can only hope the fight raised awareness 
about the gentrification taking place. This is the second 
preschool moved off Cortland in the last five years; our 
youth have had their access to the Bernal playground 
gym reduced, and many families are being pushed 
out. Although gentrification, displacement, racism, 
and class differences are uncomfortable and poten¬ 
tially divisive issues, the impact to poor families of 
color are tremendous. We need to do more than just 
talk about them. Many of our new families say they 
moved to Bernal because of the "diversity," but the 
reality is that Bernal is losing its diversity. 

To contact the campaign, please call 276-2941. ■ 

Mauricio Vela is a member of the campaign. 





Your Bemal Heights Neighbor! 


\ care about our neighborhood. 

I care about the value of your home. 

I care about our parks. 

I care what you have to say! 

Listenimj to you is the most important 
thing I can do when it comes time to 
discuss vour Real Estate needs. 




NOKiHERN CALsKWNlA 

James Maxwell 
( 415 ) 338-0155 
|| Bemal@OwnInSF.com 


HILLWIDE GARAGE SALE 


Participate in the 12th 
Annual BHNC Sale! 

2004's Hillwide hosted more than 140 
registered garage sale sites throughout 
Bernal Heights and raised thousands of dol¬ 
lars for the Senior Services Program at the 
BHNC. Your participation in this event sup¬ 
ports services to seniors in your community 
-- and gives you a chance to clean out your 
closets and meet your neighbors. 

Three Ways to Join the Fun! 

1 .Host a Registered Garage Sale! 
(Complete the form below and mail it to the 
BHNC by Monday, August 8 to get on the offi¬ 
cial site map.) 

2. Donate usable items to the BHNC 


for our own sale! (This is a tax-deductible 
donation to our center. Please bring items 
to 515 Cortland Avenue on August 13 
and 1 4) 

3. Shop at dozens and dozens of sites on 
the day of the sale! ■ 


TWELFTH ANNUAL OFFICIAL HILLWIDE GARAGE SALE 
REGISTRATION FORM 

Saturday, August 13,9 a.m.-4 p.m. 


Name 


Address 


Nearest Cross Street: 
Second Cross Street: _ 
Telephone:_ 


E-mail Address: 


□ I would like to host a registered garage sale. 

Enclosed is $20 for BHNC members, $25 for nonmembers. 

□ I'd like to donate the following proceeds from my sale to the BHNC Senior 
Services Programs: 


□ 25% 


□ 50% 


□ 100 % 


□ Other: 


□ I would also like to host a garage sale on Sunday, August 14. 

Please return this form by Monday, August 8 with a check payable to the 
Eternal Heights Neighborhood Center, 515 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco, CA. 
94110. Or pay by credit card: 

Credit Card Number and Expiration Date:_ 


Type of Card: 


For more information, call 206-2140 xl 31. 
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We live on Bernal hill & 
have sold over 100 homes 

ere in recent years, ^ 

5 ' f 

now Bernal 


sales specialists since 1983 


415 / 447-8841 
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1679 Church St 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
(415) 648-7355 

www.helpusell.com/bestchoice 
email: bestchoice@helpusell.com 

Never pay 5-6% to sell your home again! 

Save with a set fee of only $9950! 


Save thousands with a better way to sell and buy real estate 

No Advance Fee, payable only when property is sold 

Guaranteed Weekly Advertising 

Internet Marketing w/ Virtual Tours 

Licensed Real Estate Professionals 

Full-Service Brokerage 

Sellers call for a free consultation today! 

Buyers cal! to hear about our current listings! 

*Fee may vary depending on property value & total services rendered 











4 New Bernal Journal 


June/July 2005 


HUNAN CHEF Chinese Restaurant 

525 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco 94110. 

Tel: 648-3636, 648-1399 



Fresh and Delicious Vegetarian and Meat Dishes 
Cooked to Order 
FAST & HOT SERVICE! 

Help us celebrate our ninth anniversary 
in Bernal! 

*** io% off your bill with orders of $25 or more *** 
**** frjee bottle of red or white wine 
with orders of $60 or more **** 

(Dine-in after 4:00 p.m. only) 

Special offer expires 09/30/05 


Rick Collins 



Macintosh Consultant 

sfriclc@pacbell.net (415)821-1792 


Foodie? Why go downtown? 


We’re your new neighborhood source for 
fine cookware and gourmet ingredients 


Cooks 




OULEVARD mnESfim 



I hate Wussy ice cream... 


•mudslingers 

Freeze 


Frozen Dessert 


Dairy-Free. Vegan. Not-Wussy. 

at Rainbow Grocery 

and 

Other Avenues 


MaggieMudd 

903 cortland ave. www.maggiemudd.com 


EXCELSIOR NEWS 


Shoe Store Wins Small 
Business of the Year 

Dozens of residents, merchants, and loyal 
customers attended a press conference and 
reception last month to honor the Martinez 
family, who own and oper- 
BY ate Arcos Comfort Footwear 
CRISTY on Mission Street in the 
JOHNSTON Excelsior. The family has 
owned the store since 1997, 
and since then has expanded business to 
attract local and out-of-area customers from 
as far north as Sacramento. They have been 
very active in the Excelsior, volunteering their 



Mr. Martinez, Assembfyman Leland Yee, 
Alejandrina Martinez, Supervisor Gerardo 
Sandoval, and Julio Martinez. 


time and talents toward creating a brighter, 
more vibrant community, and it is fitting that 
their tireless work at the store and in the com¬ 
munity has been rewarded. 

As members of the Excelsior Action Group, 
a community-based volunteer organization 
working with BHNC to revitalize the Excelsior's 
commercial corridor, bring in new business, 
and strengthen the area economically. 
Alejandrina and Julio Martinez work many 
hours planning and implementing many activi¬ 
ties such as the Excelsior Festival and an upcom¬ 
ing community branding and marketing cam¬ 
paign. As a professional designer, Julio donates 
his design skills to create marketing and pro¬ 
motional materials for a variety of projects. 
Alejandrina, while running the family business 
and also a nursing student, manages to find 
time to participate in and organize Excelsior 


merchant meetings, critical for the continued 
success of commercial revitalization activities. 

Each year, just two businesses are awarded 
in the 12th Assembly district, which has more 
than 400,000 residents in both San Francisco 
and San Mateo counties. Nominations were 
received from EAG members and the BHNC. 
Congratulations to Arcos and the Martinez fam¬ 
ily, whose award is well deserved. 

Consistent Cleanup Deters 
Graffiti! 

Last month, teens from the Greater Mission 
Consortium (GMC) adopted a corner hot-spot 
at Excelsior Liquors to help clean up graffiti. 
§ Youth served by the GMC are offered job coun- 
g seling, training, tutoring, legal, and case'man- 
£ agement services. Most are Balboa High 
5 School students with few after-school options. 
Rather than hanging out on the street, they can 
take advantage of a safe place to surf the 
Internet, listen to music, or just hang out with 
friends at the GMC. In an effort to give back to 
the community, students paint out graffiti once 
a week as needed. 

Since the Graffiti Ordinance passed in 
2004, halting the ability of DPW to paint out 
private property, the number of private proper¬ 
ties covered in graffiti dramatically increased, 
especially in the Excelsior and particularly on 
Mission Street. The Excelsior Graffiti ERASE 
program is designed to instill community serv¬ 
ice in residents, especially youth, while sup¬ 
porting properly owners and small businesses 
to combat the expensive and time-consuming 
problem of graffiti vandalism. 

Uniting with various neighborhood groups, 
including the GMC, EAG and individuals who 
want to do their part to keep Mission Street 
beautiful have adopted several blocks along 
Mission. The merchant or property owner pur¬ 
chases all paints and supplies, and then the 
volunteers show up and paint over the graffiti. 

If you'd like to participate and have 
community volunteers paint over your 
property, call 585-01 10 and well connect 
you with our volunteers. Together, we can 
help keep Mission Street beautiful! ■ 


ALL ABOARD THE eBUS! 


Rolling free computer program 

On four dates in May and June, community 
members in the Excelsior got the opportunity to 
learn basic computer skills aboard the eBus, a 
computer classroom on wheels. The eBus is a 
reconverted city bus equipped with sixteen com¬ 
puters with access to high- 
BY speed Internet via a satellite 

ANNA dish. BHNC regularly partners 

ULBRICH with the Community College 

Foundation, the nonprofit 
organization that administers the program 
nationwide, to bring the bus to Bernal Heights 
and the Excelsior. 

The goal of BHNC's eBus program is to pro¬ 
vide basic computer skills to people to help them 
access resources online, communicate with 
friends and family via e-mail, and create Word 
documents. The majority of the program's par¬ 
ticipants are seniors and residents of Latino, 
Filipino, and Chinese descent. 

To advertise the program, BHNC's organ¬ 
izing department outreaches to local church¬ 
es, neighborhood associations, organiza¬ 
tions, and businesses on Mission Street. 
People can call to sign up for a one-hour class 
between noon and 4 o'clock, during which 
the bus remains parked in front of the Greater 
Mission Consortium on Mission/Excelsior. All 
classes are free and taught in both English 
and Spanish. In addition to teaching useful 
skills, the program provides a great opportu¬ 
nity for community members to come out and 
enjoy Mission Street and meet new neighbors. 
A number of residents volunteer their time to 
help teach classes. 

"Computers can be intimidating," says 
Kirstin Sjoquist, an Excelsior resident who has 


been a regular volunteer instructor aboard the 
bus. "It was really fun to see people obtain a 
new skill and get excited about it. I particularly 
enjoyed working with the slightly older ladies. 
There is often a perception that they are afraid 
to learn new technology, but I found them to be 
thrilled to learn it." 

In some cases, the program has had a life¬ 
changing impact. One Excelsior native who 
learned how to surf the Web became a fre¬ 
quent visitor of an online chatroom. He ended 
up meeting the love of his life and moving to 
Alabama to marry her! Another student who 
was born and raised in Cuzco, Per,u learned 
how to use e-mail. His prior contact with fam¬ 
ily back home had been limited to sporadic 
phone calls, but he was now able to write and 
receive long, detailed messages and look up 
news of his homeland. 

"I loved it because there is no stress 
involved," says student Julie Mitra. "I just get on 
the bus and start plugging in. The teachers are 
very friendly and I don't feel intimated by them. 
Your level of computer knowledge doesn't mat¬ 
ter because there are people of all different lev¬ 
els on the bus. I really like the fact that you get 
instant help." 

The eBus will return in June, so come and 
check it out, sign up for a class, or volunteer to 
teach one. The bus will park at 4468 Mission 
Street on Monday June 13 and Tuesday June 
14 from 1:00-5:00 p.m. Join us for a small 
reception at noon before the first class on 
Monday to learn about this great resource and 
mingle and share refreshments with communi¬ 
ty members. For more info, please call Anna 
Ulbrich at 206-2140 xl52 or e-mail 
aulbrich@bhnc.org.. ■ 
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SENIOR PROGRAM 


Apology and Correction 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 
Senior Services Program would like to 
extend a sincere apology to Roselee 
Higdon, her family and friends, and 
volunteer Lee Paiva for inaccuracies in 
an article written by a volunteer that 
appeared in the April/May edition. 
The article was intended to highlight 
the connection and friendship the 
NEST (Neighborhood Elder Support 
Team) program brought to Roselee 
and Lee. The following corrections 
have been written by Lee and Roselee 
to set the record straight. 

First, Roselee Higdon is a fully function¬ 
ing senior with about as many aches and 
pains as anyone might experience at her 
age. Many of the illnesses she was 
reported to be suffering from are in the 
past, and she is considered to be in good 
health. She did suffer a bad break in her 
arm (not her hip), but her son Billy (not 
Tim, as originally reported in the article) 
was not "taken away." After being cared 
for at home for fifty years, Billy was lov¬ 
ingly and purposely placed in a small 
board-and-care home with six or seven 
other developmentally disabled resi¬ 
dents, where he is doing great. 

Roselee is never lost for chores, as had 


been reported, and has a very busy sched¬ 
ule. Her son Jeff (not Fred) lives downstairs, 
and they have a wonderful reciprocal rela¬ 
tionship. In the article, it appeared as if 
Roselee's son-in-law was killed by a 
drunk driver, when in fact it was her hus¬ 
band who died in the accident. 

Roselee and Lee have never played a 
single game in all their years together -- 
therefore Roselee has never cheated, nor 
has Lee let her "get away with if" based on 
her poor eyesight or for any other reason. 

As for Lee, she is in her late forties, not 
thirties, and, as she says, "I am not the only 
reason Roselee might have to 'answer her 
door cheerfully each week.' She has many 
good friends and enjoys a tight-knit family, 
friends around the country, beloved com¬ 
panions at the Bernal Center, and a peace¬ 
ful home life." She also lakes exception to a 
line about "looking at suffering" in the arti¬ 
cle. Lee says, "I believe in being with those 
who are suffering, and I look at suffering 
every day. I meant that in the case of 
Roselee, I find respite from it and spend 
many hours of calm conversation in her 
home. This is a great way to volunteer." 

Now the facts are straight. Yes, 
Roselee and Lee love each other. Yes, 
Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 
is an AMAZING lifeline for many peo¬ 
ple, and the NEST program offers a 
wonderful way to give back. ■ 


Lorri Levy-Comer 

Esthetkian 

www.totalyou-skincare.com 

3380 20th Street#! 02 t 
San Francisco. CA 94110 


415.643.1251 


«40 
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SECOND ANNUAL, SUMMER SERIES 


‘ •-=-^ GS' 

Outdoor Cinema 

s h o tv c a s rug th e iv o r k o f i a c a I fit m in a k c r s 

www.bho u tdoo rc in «.erg 


CALL FOR ENTRIES 

OF FILMS/VIDEOS ASSOCIATED 
WITH LOCAL RESIDENTS 


All genres including children's, young adult, 
experimental, art, music, documentary, narrative, 
animation, etc., of varying lengths 
Appropriate for public viewing!general audiences 

Series Dates: September 3, 10 and 17 

Submission Deadline EXTENDED: July 15, 2005 

Submission Packet should include: 

• DVD or VHS copy of your entry 

• One to two paragraph description of your entry; 
list of credits; total running time 

• Short bio of filmmaker 

• Contact information — name, address, 
telephone/fax and email address 

• Production stills and/or press kit, if available 

Send to: Bernal Heights Outdoor Cinema 
3287 Folsom Street , SF, CA 941 10 


Presented in 
PARTNERSHIP with: ,• W 

The Berna I Heights ,j 

Neighborhood Center ¿ 


For more information: 

anne@bhoutdoorcine.org 
or (415) 285-1362 



STILL the 
BEST frame shop 
picture framing in San Francisco. 

AND LATIN AMERICAN GALLERY 

Serving the Mission District for over 18 years 

CUSTOM OR DO-IT-YOURSELF FRAMING 
PERSONAL, STEP-BY-STEP ASSISTANCE 

UNBEATABLE PRICES 



mirrors 


934 Valencia Street 

<§? 20th 415 826 2321 


1000 Cortland Ave . @ Folsom * S.F. 

Bernal Height’s Only Full Service Salon 


Custom Facials 


Lash & Brow Tinting 
Creative Coloring 
Natural Manicures 
Spa Pedicures 
More, Much MORE! 



a cup oj coffee, a magazine, 

quality services, confortable surroundings, 

treat your$efo..You’re Worth lit 

Call 

415 * 970 * ED6E 

(3 3 A 3) 
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4977 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94112 


Issa Cuadra 

415 - 297-0182 



Issa and Marty have both been long-term Bernal Heights 
residents for more than twenty years. In all those years, we 
have watched the steady increase of Bernal property values. 


If the time is right for you, we would be proud to represent 
you in the sale or purchase or your Bernal Heights home. 
Check with us for complimentary gifts given at close of 

escrow. 


Our office, Century 21 Baldini, 
has been a local institution for 
the past 40 years providing 
quality service and hard work.. 

Marty Cobo 

415 - 205-1940 



San Francisco 
Auto Repair Center 

(415) 285-8588 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

SMOG CHECK AVAILABLE 7 DAYS 


FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC AUTO REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA SMOG STATION 
12 MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS 

♦ Free Shuttle Service to & from BAHT, Ocvmtown S Nearby 

Neighborhoods * Basic Auto Repair Classes ♦ ’‘Da-it-Yourseif” 
Membership Available ♦ Men & Women Mechanics 

♦ Dependable. Guaranteed Work—-Honeat Prices 


* Used Car l'repurchase Diagnostic Inspection Service 

* Emission Systems/Smog Test Failure Diagnosis & Repair 

* Tune Up/Lube Survki’JReguiar Maintenance. 

* Cooling Systems * Radiators • Overheating 

* Timing Beits * Brakes • Clutches « Genera! Repairs 
'Atr Conditicming/Heaters 

' Eléctrica! Problems/Re-wiring/Shori Circuits 

* Windows,'Doon/Vandalism Repairs * Four-Wheel Drive Service 

* Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Sieering ♦ CV Joint & Axle Service 

* Check. Engine Light • Computer Diagnostics • Driveability 

Problems 

* Engine -i Transmission Rebuilding <i Replacement 



Sunt fe? CWtH'Dtnt** 

LICENSED 



WSPECTiON A 
HEPAift STATION . 


OFFtCUL 

GROSS 

JPOUAtTSK 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


(415) 


since 1978 

285-8588 



611 FLORIDA STREET (Near 18th St.) * S.F., CA 94110 
BETWEEN HARRISON & BRYANT STREETS 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & ATM ACCEPTED 




JK 




$10 
Off 
Smog 
Inspection 



Free 
Brake & 
Safety 
Inspection 

($52 value) 



Zp $10 
Off 
Oii Change 


YOUTH PROGRAM 


Frontline Conference Focuses 
on Ending Violence 

On May 4, the BHNC youth department 
participated in the third annual Frontline 
Conference dealing with gangs, turfs, and 
violence. The conference 
gy opened its doors to the 

JESSICA greater Bay Area this year 

HAZARD focusing on problems, 
trends, support, and solu¬ 
tions to the problem of violence among our 
youth. The Frontline is a collaboration of 
several agencies committed to serving com¬ 
munity youth. 

The conference turned out close to five hun¬ 
dred participants and discussed topics such as 
Street Law, Girls in Gangs, Hip-Hop, 
Substance Abuse, African-American Gangs, 
and much more during the workshop portion 
of the conference. Keynote speaker Ray 
Balberan, a legend in the Mission and across 
the city for his commitment to creating pro¬ 
grams for youth, ended the day with music, 
pictures, and a speech refocusing us on organ¬ 
izing ourselves ond doing the work with pas¬ 
sion and love for the youth we serve. 

All in all, the event was well received. We 
look forward to next year's conference. The 
conference would not have happened without 
the support and commitment of several of the 
BHNC Youth Department Staff, who took a 
lead role in organizing, holding several plan¬ 
ning meetings throughout the year and dedi¬ 
cating many planning hours. ■ 

Rudy Corpus & United Playas 
Keep It Moving! 

After eleven years with BHNC, founder and pro¬ 
gram director Rudy Corpuz and the United 
Playaz are moving on! United Playaz (UP) is one 

MERCHANT 

A Historical Hidden 
Treasure on Mission St. 

Unbeknownst to many Bernal residents, we 
have a piece of Puerto Rican history in our 
neighborhood. Club Puertorriqueño de San 
Francisco, affectionately known 
^ as the PR Club, located at 

AMBER 3249-A Mission Street, has 

PICOU been in the city for over 90 
years, in Bernal Heights for 45 
years, and is the oldest Hispanic social club in 
the United States. 

After the Spanish-American War, which 
ended in 1898, and the United States ceded 
Puerto Rico, many of the island's inhabitants 
were given US citizenship and moved to 
Hawaii to work in the fields. In the early 20th 
century, many settled in Son Francisco, not 
wanting to return to Puerto Rico. 

Club Puertorriqueño de San Francisco was 
- founded and incorporated in 1912. It is a social 
club that celebrates the local and international 
history of Puerto Ricans. This large hall with 
chandeliers, a kitchen, and newly refurbished 
backyard deck was a little piece of home to more 
than five hundred members during its peak in the 
1960s and 1970s. During the 1980s, like many 
urbanites, members of the PR Club moved to the 
suburbs, and membership has dwindled to less 
than a hundred. 

It is interesting to note that there are more 
Puerto Ricans in the United States than in 
Puerto Rico. More than 175,000 live in 
California, about three thousand in the Bay 
Area. There is a Western Regional Council of 
PR Clubs, which are located in Union City, San 
Jose, Mountain View, Oakland, Modesto, and 
here in Bernal. 

Antonio Vargas, current president of the PR 
Club, has been a member his whole life. He 
says it is important to keep the Puerto Rican 
community and culture alive. "Many of our sen¬ 
iors come here to reminisce about the old coun¬ 
try," he says. "We have monthly meetings, and 


of the foremost violence prevention and interven¬ 
tion programs in San Francisco. Rudy's commit¬ 
ment to the youth of this city cannot be explained 
in mere words, and that's just how he likes it, let¬ 
ting the program speak for itself through the suc¬ 
cesses of its members. 

UP recently secured a grant allowing Rudy 
to go independent with the program; the BHNC 
is proud to have been a part of UP and very 
happy to see one of its programs grow and 
become recognized citywide. Rudy will be 
greatly missed. He is a soldier in the struggle 
against youth violence in this city and has 
touched the lives of more youth in his career 



than most people can in their entire lives. His 
passion helps youth like current UP president 
Lorenzo, who just got accepted to Alabama 
State, or past UP president Koshawn Rackley, 
who is now a case manager for BHNC's Youth 
Department. There are countless success stories 
such as these, and as Rudy continues his work, 
there will only be more. Thank you, Rudy, for 
all you have done and will continue to do for 
our youth. BHNC wishes you the best! ■ 

SPOTLIGHT 

need to include our children. Our members are 
getting older." Vargas would like to continue the 
many activities the club sponsors, such as Three 
Kings Day (Dio de los Reyes in Puerto Rico), 
also known as Epiphany and a bigger celebra¬ 
tion than Christmas. On June 12, the club will 
host a Mothers and Fathers Celebration party, 
and on June 25, members will converge on the 
Santa Clara Fairgrounds in San Jose for the 
annual scholarship fund-raiser hosted by the 
Western Regional Council. 



Antonio Vargas 


Vargas is ready to take the PR Club to the 
next level. "We have to get out into the commu¬ 
nity," he said. "It's time that people see our facil¬ 
ity. It's a beautiful place for events - a dance, 
for example." He would like to see more young 
people using the space, and is ready to rock the 
boat a little: "We have participated in San 
Francisco's Carnival. Maybe we'll do something 
at Fiesta on the Hill or the Excelsior Festival 
next." He hopes perhaps local merchants will 
donate computer equipment to help continue 
modernization of the club. 

With Vargas at the helm, Club Puertorriqueño 
de San Francisco is making its presence known in 
Bernal Heights and throughout the city. For more 
info, or to book the hall for a wedding or party, 
please coll 920-9606. ■ 
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HOUSING NEWS AND 
MISSION PLANNING 


Peter Rothblatt 

Massage and Bodywork 

Esalen-based techniques for full body-mind relaxation 
and rejuvenation. Deep-tissue techniques to address 
chronic tightness and injuries. 


% < 


fr & 


Convenient Bernal Heights location 

75 minute session, $6o. Outcall add $15. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, call 415.285.9129 


CHRP AND CERF LOAN PROGRAM 

Do you have a leak in your roof? 

Do you need new stairs or a new roof? 

Do you have other deferred repairs on your house? 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center can help you to apply for low-interest 
loans sponsored by the City of San Francisco for low-income homeowners to 
help them bring their homes up to code. 


The Community Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program (CHRP) 
can lend qualified homeowners up to $75,000 for only 3?í interest 
and with a long-term deferred repayment option. 

Many Bernal and Excelsior neighbors have taken advantage 
of this unique homeowner loan from the city 
to bring their homes up to code and to improve their lives. 

To see if you qualify and to find out more, please call 
Ivana Vesela at the BHNC at 206-2140 ext. 176. 


Carol Bee has been in Bernal since 1986. 

She knows the best buys and the right buyers. Call her. 

-BJ Droubi & Company 

415.920.8219 carolbec3@aol.com 


The Community Vision for Mission Street is hot off the press! This review draft is packed 
with recommendations for Mission Street from Chavez to Randall - ideas for neighbor¬ 
hood improvement that emerged from two years of public workshops. Get your copy 
from www.bhnc.org/housing.htm or call 206-2140 xl47. Your feedback is invited in per¬ 
son at the next workshop on Thu., June 16, 6:30-8:30 pm, 190 Coleridge St (at Virginia), 
or in writing through June 20. 


Katey Mulligan, APLD 415.920.9625 
katey@liquidambar.biz www.iiquidambar.biz 
Assoc, of Professional Landscape Designers, California Landscape Contractors Assoc. 


Carol Bee. 


Local Girl. 


I LOVE THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


I remember in high school not wanting to go home 
and I would go to the public library. 

I think of my sister, who was a page there at 14 years. She brought 
books home for us to read. 

She hated the dirty job of repairing the spines of books 
But liked stacking the books on the deep wooden shelves. 

When she was older she typed catalogue cards and placed them in a 
beautiful five- or ten-tier drawer. 

The furniture was oak 

With red and a touch of gold enhanced by the light from the window 
The smell of lilacs surrounds the public library in Bernal Heights 
With the mural in the front full of history 

It is in a good place on the corner, beckoning “come in, it’s free” 


Ellen Sharbach 


‘we design 

your perfect outdoor space 

*.§ 

tailored to your lifestyle & 

the spirit of your home 
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SUPERVISOR TOM AMMIANO 


Budgeting with a Purpose 

Budget season for the Budget and Finance 
Committee of the Board of Supervisors is 
officially open, when supervisors fight for 
critical resources for their districts. The 
budget season - more than any other time 
of the year - directly impacts the amount 
and quality of city services that reach our 
communities. 

As the chair of the Budget and Finance 
Committee, !'ve developed ways to moke the 
budget process an integral part of our poli¬ 
cy goals. In the past, the committee did not 
receive the mayor's budget until one month 
before it was due. Supervisors were limited 
to reviewing and approving minor changes 
and restoring some cuts. The past budget 
process restricted the board's ability to 
exercisd our appropriation authority in a 
way that best served the city and their indi¬ 
vidual districts. 

This year, I initiated a reform process that 
will strengthen the Board of Supervisors' 
authority over the budget. First, I ashed the 
Budget and Finance Committee to submit 
policy ond program priorities to the mayor 
for input. Why is this significant? First, poli¬ 
cy-based budgeting provides a context for 
us to ensure that the budget reflects the pri¬ 
orities of San Franciscans. For example, vot¬ 
ers indicated support for the public schools 
by passing Prop. H, and for MUNI by pass¬ 
ing Prop. E, and for universal healthcare by 
supporting Statewide Prop. 71, but these 
priorities haven't always been reflected in 
budgeting decisions. Second, the Board 
submitted its policy goals to the mayor early 
on so that we can work collaboratively. 
Third, we identified cost-saving priorities 
like reducing overtime spending and guide¬ 
lines for maximizing revenues to the city. 


And best of all, since all eleven boardmem- 
bers unanimously approved the list of budg¬ 
et priorities, we will be with in accord when 
the mayor submits his budget back to us. 
This will save valuable time that can be used 
to pass a balanced budget that best serves 
the needs of its citizens. 

The following is a partial list of our overar¬ 
ching goals and priorities: 

Protect services for the most vulnerable: 
low-income youth and seniors, the working 
poor, immigrants, persons with mental illness 
and substance abuse issues, and the med¬ 
ically uninsured. 

Maintain vital health services and the health 
delivery system. 

Support affordable housing, the public 
schools, and programs that protect working 
families to nurture the economic and cultural 
diversity of the city. 

Preserve crime prevention, rehabilitation, 
and alternatives to detention. 

Provide for city services that support liv¬ 
ability, such as pedestrian safety, transporta¬ 
tion, arts, libraries, parks, recreation, and 
open space. 

Advance human rights by eliminating the 
barriers that disability, gender, age, sexual ori¬ 
entation, race, ethnicity, and country of origin 
create in our society. 

Ensure a minimum base of services in all 
parts of ihe city that serves-poor neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

The Controller's offices estimate a $57 mil 
lion budget shortfall this year, and that's why 
it's even mo’-e important to focus on budget 
priorities. When cuts become necessary, poli¬ 
cy priorities that represent YOUR needs must 
determine how this next budget will look. For 
the latest information, please check out our 
Budget Web site at www.sfgov.org. 



Time to Enact a Local 
Prop. 72! 

San Franciscans agree that health care is a 
basic necessity. This was dear when close to 
70 percent of city voters supported Prop. 72. 
Yet our Legislative Analyst estimates that 
there are more than 38,000 uninsured work¬ 
ing San Franciscans. 

What do you do if your employer doesn't 
provide health care benefits? The startling 
answers came at a April 20, 2005 Budget 
end Finance Committee hearing. First, you 
must be fortunate enough not to have a "pre¬ 
existing condition"; if you do, you are 
denied coverage. Second, you must be able 
to successfully complete a small tome of 
paperwork. Third, you must be able to 
afford the exorbitant individual payee pre¬ 
miums. Since the vast majority of these unin¬ 
sured workers ore in retail or fast food jobs, 
few can afford private healthcare. 

Uninsured individuals are more prone to ill¬ 
ness than those with insurance due to a lack of 
preventive care. Their care ct SF General is 
more acute and expensive, with taxpayers foot¬ 


ing the bill to the tune of $24 million annually. 
Those without insurance soon become unable 
to work and die sooner than their insured coun¬ 
terparts. The Department of Public Health strug¬ 
gles to provide costlier care with less money to 
more people. Ignoring the problem is exacting 
a heavy burden on our public health system 

Thousands of city-based firms agree that 
their workers deserve benefits that allow them 
to remain healthy, contributing members of 
society. Healthy employees miss fewer days 
due to illness, and employer subsidization for 
worker's comp is also reduced. Employee 
morale is higher, and there is a greater sense 
of company loyalty. 

Critics suggest that employer-based 
healthcare will lead workers to the unem¬ 
ployment line and push businesses out of the 
city. They forget that jobs that don't provide 
healthcare benefits typically have a higher 
turnover and higher related costs. In reality, 
many thriving businesses provide health care 
benefits and are also profitable. 

The Legislative Analyst indicates that busi¬ 
nesses with twenty or more employees can pro¬ 
vide health insurance at a cost that won't put 
them out of business. Over the next few months, 

I plan to present legislation that offers business¬ 
es the option of either providing employee 
health insurance or paying a mitigation fee for 
the city to provide health care to their workers. 
I intend to work with businesses to research 
pooling options so that businesses can obtain 
quality and cost-effective health insurance. 

Having businesses pay their fair share pro¬ 
tects the majority of businesses that play by 
rules from unfair competition. Investing in a 
healthier workforce benefits all sectors of the 
economy, taxpayers, and the city. ■ 

Tom Ammiano is the supervisor for San 
Francisco's District 9. 




And now we're taking plastic tubs & lidsl 2 , 4 , & 5 

aceptan (2), I $J, & (Sj 
I cubestasy SIMSfcfcíUi 


{2j,(4J<, and@ plastic tubs 
ond lids can; join your recyclable 
papei, cons and bottles in your 
blue cart. 


sfenvironment.com 

¡415) 554-4333 


•VTl SFErvi ronment 


Ovr hoc**, Ow c>*y. 0u< pigrn.T 


3312 Mission St. 

(At 29th near Safeway) 

647-8700 


956 Cole Street 

(Between Carl & Parnassus) 

753-2653 


2254 Polk Street 

(At Greer, St. on Russian Hill) 

674-8913 


70 Fourth Street 

(Between Market & Mission 

777-4400 


sale 


ACE 

Royal Latex Paint 

• 25 year durability • Thousands of Colors 

• One coat coverage • Mildew resistant 

• Stain Resistant • Non-Yellowing 

• Colorfast • Computer Color Matching 




Any Gallon of Ace Royal Latex 
Paint now through July! 


I offer valid with coupon only • one coupon per customer 
sale items excluded • offer expires 7/31/05 • New Bernal Journal 
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LAS NOTICIAS DE BERNAL 


Viva Fiesta! 

Mientras todavía no es demasiado tarde para 
empezar a llevar a cabo sus 
POR resoluciones del año nuevo, 
CLAIRE VAN ¡tampoco es demasiado tem- 
ZEVERN prano para hacerse volun¬ 
tan® para la Fiesta anual! 
Puede ser que este año haya decidido 
hacer voluntariado, involucrarse más en el 
barrio, o formar nuevas amistades. Tal vez la 
idea de hacer tareas monótonas como 
desherbar, recoger basura o rellenar sobres le 
ha quitado las ganas de hacer voluntariado. 
Pues no tiene que mirar más lejos. La Fiesta 
anual es la oportunidad ideal. 

¿Qué es la Fiesta anual? Es un festival calle¬ 
jero que tiene lugar cada octubre en la aveni¬ 
da Cortland. Por los últimos diecisiete años, se 
ha cerrado la Cortland al tráfico y se conver¬ 
tido en una gran feria donde se venden comi¬ 
da y artesanías, se ofrecen juegos y se toca 
música en vivo. A diferencia de otras ferias en 
San Francisco, ésta es dedicada a las familias- 
no hay patrocinio de compañías de bebidas 
alcohólicas y se ofrecen muchas actividades 
para los niños, como las vueltas en caballito y 
un mini-zoológico donde se puede acariciar a 
los animales. Este año, la fiesta tendrá lugar el 
domingo, 16 de octubre. Créanlo o no, el 
evento está organizado totalmente por volun¬ 
tarios y por empleados del Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center (BHNC). El evento per¬ 
mite al BHNC recaudar fondos para sus pro¬ 


gramas, como por ejemplo programas que 
ayudan a personas ancianas que no pueden 
salir de su casa, a jóvenes que tienen el poten¬ 
cial de meterse en pandillas, y también pro¬ 
gramas que permiten aumentar la seguridad 
en el vecindario o construir alojamiento para 
personas de bajos ingresos. El año pasado lle¬ 
garon más de quince mil personas a la Fiesta, 
y nuestro gran premio en la rifa fue un boleto 
para Nueva York. 

!Le necesitamos! Esta feria divertida 
depende del talento de nuestros voluntarios 
locales. Necesitamos a voluntarios para 
cada aspecto de la Fiesta, desde elegir a 
los grupos musicales hasta diseñar los 
anuncios y planear las actividades para los 
niños. De hecho, tenemos una gran var¬ 
iedad de oportunidades de voluntariado. 
¡Una de ellas podría ser perfecta para 
Usted! No podemos garantizar que va a 
rellenar sobres, pero podemos garantizar 
que Usted conocerá a vecinos simpáticos y 
que su talento será muy apreciado. 

Así que no olvide marcar el 16 de octubre 
en su calendario. Es cierto, tal vez no habrá 
perdido esas quince libras de pesos o traído 
paz al mundo, pero al menos podrá quitar 
"involucrarse más en la comunidad" de su 
lista de resoluciones de año nuevo. 

Para participar en la Fiesta, por favor 
mande un correo electrónico a Kristen, la 
coordinadora de voluntarios para el even¬ 
to, a fiesta@bhnc.org o llame a Claire, 


nuestra coordinadora general, al 206- 
2140 ext. 400. ■ 

Bienvenido a Nuestro 
Director Nuevo 

Al Consejo de Directores del Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood Center nos da 
mucho orgullo anunciarles que Joseph 
Smooke ha sido contratado como nuevo 
Director Ejecutivo del BHNC. La selección 
de Joseph es el resultado de una fase de 
transición dé seis meses que culminó esta 
primavera con una búsqueda nacional 
que atrajo a una gran diversidad de can¬ 
didatos talentosos. 

Se escogió a Joseph por una parte debido a 
sus éxitos en construcción de alojamiento para 
personas de bajos ingresos con el BHNC 
durante los últimos ocho años. Varios de sus 
proyectos han recibido premios; también 
fueron clave su pasión por los servicios varia¬ 
dos que ofrece nuestra organización que per¬ 
miten cumplir con nuestra misión de preservar y 
aumentar la diversidad étnica, cultural y 
económica del vecindario; y por su puesto su 
experiencia inestimable en desarrollo comuni¬ 
tario, organización comunitaria, oferta de ser¬ 
vicios sociales y su liderazgo en el consejo de la 
Asociación comunitaria para el alojamiento 
(Comunity Housing Partnership). Joseph 
empezará en su nuevo puesto el día 7 de junio. 
Se le puede contactar por teléfono al 206-2140 
xl 57 o por correo electrónico a 


¡smooke@bhnc.org. Por favor tome un momen¬ 
to para darle la bienvenida, y si no ha tenido la 
oportunidad trabajar con él, para presentarse. 

Queremos especialmente agradecer a 
Viola Morris, quien tomó el cargo de 
Directora Ejecutiva interina durante este peri¬ 
odo de transición. Su liderazgo y su dedi¬ 
cación a la organización permitieron al 
Comité de Transición tomar el tiempo nece¬ 
sario para efectuar una búsqueda completa, 
incorporando las ideas de la comunidad y de 
los empleados del BHNC. Una vez que 
Joseph empiece en su nuevo puesto, Viola 
seguirá trabajando como Directora diputada, 
un puesto en el que lleva más de siete años. 

Les damos nuestro sinceros agradecimien¬ 
tos a todos los residentes de Bernal Heights 
por su apoyo y a Joseph por su liderazgo 
durante este periodo de transición. Por favor 
júntese con el Consejo de Directores y los 
miembros del BHNC para celebrar los éxitos 
del BHNC y formalmente darle la bienvenida 
a Joseph como Director Ejecutivo durante el 
Congreso Anual Comunitario el sábado, 11 
de junio. Las puertas abren a las 9:30 a.m.; 
el programa empieza a las 10:00 a.m. y ter¬ 
mina a las 12:00 p.m. BHNC proveerá el 
almuerzo así que quédese con nosotros para 
comer. Esperamos verle allí. 

Sinceramente, Johanna Silva Presidenta, 
Consejo de Directores, Alan Fisher 
Presidente, Comité de Transición ■ 
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S Kettle Foods 

Kettle Potato Chips 

ail varieties 
5 oz -reg 2.29 
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at The Good Life Grocery 
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Clover Dairy 

Organic Milk 

All varieties 

Í 64 oz. -reg 3.49 

$3 

Low fat Yogurt 

. oil flavors 

8 oz. -reg 95¿ 5S 


A Crystal Geyser 

Alpine Spring Water 

1.5 liter -reg 89* *CRV 


2 

for 

$3 


Power Foods 

Clif& Clif 
Luna Bars 

1.69/2.4 oz. -reg 1.75 

4 for $5 
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2 for $1 
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Imagine Foods 

Enriched Rice Dream 


ail flavors 
32 oz -reg 2.29 


3 for $5 


0m % 

Brown Cow 

Whole Milk Yogurt 

cream on top . 

8 oz. -reg. t.09 VI (r 


Sour Cream 

16 oz. -reg 2 59 



Cage Free Large 
Brown Eggs 

dozen - reg 3.59 ^ 

$3.29 


Store Hours '. 
:00am - 9-00 


We Accept 

ATM Cards _ 

Oise over Cards An 

MasterCard A Visa zxJ 

Cash A Checks v 
Elec. Food Stamps A EBT 


LIFE GROCERY 



Sale Prices effective 
June 1 - June 19,2005 


448 Cortland Avenue • Bernal Heights • San Francisco • 94110 
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Los Padres de niños en la preescuela firman una 
carta en apoyo de mejoras en Paul Revere 


Durante esta semana que 
marca el fin de año escolar, 
en la ceremonia de grad¬ 
uación de once 
POR alumnos, los 
MAURICIO padres, los 

VELA empleados y 
los que apoyan 
a nuestra preescuela que ya 
tiene 25 años celebraron un 
año más en el que se 
ofrecieron servicios esenciales 
a familias de Bernal Heights. 
A pesar de que la Comisión 
sobre bibliotecas haya votado 
en marzo a favor del desalo¬ 
jamiento de la preescuela en 
marzo del 2006, los padres y 
empleados no mostraron 
ninguna ansiedad. 

En algún momento del 
año próximo, los catorce 
alumnos que quedan y los 
once alumnos entrantes se 
mudarán a un edificio de la 
escuela elementaría Paul 
Revere. Aunque todavía no 
han visto ningún horario de 
construcción para el nuevo 
edificio, las familias firmaron 
una carta para de apoyo 
para fondos para la reno¬ 
vación de un edificio de Paul 
Revere que sería dedicado al 
cuidado de niños. Tras ocho 
meses de lucha para 
quedarse en la biblioteca, el 
voto de la Comisión sobre 


bibliotecas a favor del desa¬ 
lojamiento de la preescuela, 
la administración de City 
College que se rehusó a ofre¬ 
cer apoyo para que se 
quedará en la biblioteca, y 
los comentarios negativos, la 
miradas, las promesas 
vacías por parte de los que 
quieren que el edificio de la 
biblioteca sea sólo para la 
biblioteca- los padres deci¬ 
dieron que era mejor firmar. 
Aunque muchos quieren 
regresar a la biblioteca una 
vez las renovaciones termi¬ 
nadas, decidieron que era 
mejor tener una opción para 
un local temporáneo/perma¬ 
nente. Pero todavía los 
padres no han visto a ningu¬ 
na información sobre la 
duración del alquiler, el 
tamaño del local, el número 
de alumnos que podrán 
matricularse, la expansión o 
el costo de las mejoras. 

A pesar de que la bib¬ 
lioteca utilice la falta de $1 
millón como excusa para el 
desalojamiento de la prees¬ 
cuela, los miembros de la 
campaña se dieron cuenta 
de que la biblioteca iba a 
aumentar de "hasta 
$672,000" la renovación 
de la biblioteca en Noe 
Valley, y leyó que se iba a 


aumentar de $050,000 la 
renovación de la biblioteca 
en West Portal, Los miem¬ 
bros de la campaña antici¬ 
pan que la biblioteca 
encontrará fondos adi¬ 
cionales para la renovación 
de la biblioteca de Bernal 
sin incluir a la preescuela. 
También ha de mencionarse 
que a los miembros de la 
campaña se les rehusó el 
acceso a los documentos 
que reflejan los costos de 
renovación supuestamente 
por encima del presupuesto. 
Los miembros de la cam¬ 
paña querían ver si los cos¬ 
tos habían sido inflados o si 
la ciudad estaba pagando 
demasiado. 

Aunque el distrito escolar 
este de acuerdo para 
proveer un local a la prees¬ 
cuela y quiere que se con¬ 
vierta en un portal para la 
escuela elementaría de Paul 
Revere, muchos padres y 
miembros de la comunidad 
todavía tienen reservaciones. 
Han bajado las matricula- 
dones en Paul Revere; el 
planeamiento para la 
Escuela ejemplar (Dream 
School) está todavía detrás 
del horario, y en general 
está siendo planeado por la 
ciudad; y el segundo princi- 


LOW RATES 

GET CASH NOW 

DEBT CONSOLIDATION « HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CASH FOR ANY REASON! 

Borrow $50,000 

t> i cm ¿n eo PROBLEMS 
Pay only $160.82 ? are 

per month!!! —4 NO 

Borrow $75,000 PROBLEM 
Pay only $241.23 

per month!!!* «Ism make no 

’.. . PAYMENT 

Borrow $100,000 until 

I Pay only $321.64 A 2 °° 5 * i mA 

per month!!!* 

8 Borrow $200,000 4_ 

Pay only $643.28 <£ Hablamos^ 

per month!!!* Español ,3* 


Hablamos 
Español , 


BKs and Foreclosures OK!! 
^ Loans up to $3 Million!! 


pal al que se ofreció el tra¬ 
bajo no lo ha aceptado. Con 
el gran déficit en el distrito 
escolar y el éxodo de niños 
pobres fuera de la ciudad, es 
una posibilidad de que se 
recomendara cerrar la 
escuela en el futuro cercano 
si no se mejora el nivel. 

Todavía quedan muchas 
preguntas sin contestar. Y 
aunque la Campaña para 
salvar al la preescuela y 
parar el deshojamiento vaya 
a continuar a organizar a la 
comunidad en contra del 
desalojamiento, esperamos 
que todos los que apoyan la 
■biblioteca, incluso los políti¬ 
cos que apoyaron al desalo¬ 
jamiento y/o no hicieron 
nada para ayudar, monitore- 
arán el sistema de biblioteca 
pública, el distrito escolar, y 
City College para asegurar 
que la transición de la bib¬ 
lioteca a Paul Revere se haga 
de manera suave. 

A pesar de nuestras reser¬ 
vaciones, nos alegra la 
nueva asociación con la 
escuela Paul Revere y esper¬ 
amos que sea exitosa. 
Agradecemos a todas las 
personas que siguen partici¬ 
pando y apoyando a las 
familias y la campaña. Van a 
haber muchas más "peleas 
para la preescuela" en el 
futuro de Bernal Heights y de 
San Francisco, las cuales 
están relacionadas con cues¬ 
tiones de raza y de clase 
económica. Todos los que 
forman parte de la campaña 
son voluntarios, y esperamos 
que la pelea habrá concienti- 
zado a la gente sobre el 
aburguesamiento que se está 
dando en el vecindario. Ésta 
es la segunda preescuela 
desalojada de la calle 
Cortland en los últimos cinco 


Arces Comfort Footwear en el Excelsior 
gana el premio "Negocio del Año" 

Docenas de residentes, Alejandrina y Julio han ded- 
comerciantes y clientes icado muchas horas al 

leales asistieron a una con- planeamiento y la imple- 

ferencia de prensa y recep- mentación de muchas activi- 
ción el mes dades como el Excelsior 

POR pasado en Festival y la campaña de 

CRISTY el honor de promoción que está al punto 

JOHNSTON la familia de empezar. Como dis- 

Martínez, eñador profesional, Julio 
quienes son dueños de la ofrece su talento en diseño 
tienda Arcos Footwear en la para crear materiales pro¬ 
calle Misión en el Excelsior. mociónales y de marketing 
La familia Martínez compró para una variedad de 
Arcos en el año 1997, y proyectos. Alejandrina, 
desde entonces ha expandi- quien lleva el negocio famil- 
do el negocio y atraído a iar y también es estudiante 
clientes que viven fuera del en enfermería, todavía 
vecindario hasta el norte de encuentra el tiempo para 
Sacramento. Los Martínez organizar y participar en 
han sido muy activos en el reuniones de comerciantes, 
Excelsior a través de sus los cuales son esenciales 
esfuerzos para crear un para que continúe el éxito 
comunidad más placentera de las actividades de revital- 


POR pasado en 
CRISTY el honor de 
JOHNSTON la familia 
Martínez, 
quienes son dueños de la 
tienda Arcos Footwear en la 
calle Misión en el Excelsior. 

La familia Martínez compró 
Arcos en el año 1997, y 
desde entonces ha expandi¬ 
do el negocio y atraído a 
clientes que viven fuera del 
vecindario hasta el norte de 
Sacramento. Los Martínez 
han sido muy activos en el 
Excelsior a través de sus 
esfuerzos para crear un 
comunidad más placentera 
y más vibrante, y es natural 
que su dedicación haya 
sido recompensada. 

Alejandrina y Julio 
Martínez son miembros del , 
Excelsior Action Group, una 
organización comunitaria 
compuesta por voluntarios 
que trabaja con el Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood 
Center (BHNC) para revi¬ 
talizar el corredor comercial 
del Excelsior, atraer nuevos 
negocios y fortalecer el área 
económicamente. 

años, se ha reducido el acce¬ 
so de los jóvenes al gimnasio 
en el patio de recreo de 
Bernal, y muchas familias de 
pocos recursos se tienen que 
ir de Bernal Heights y de San 
Francisco en general. 
Aunque el aburguesamiento, 
el racismo, y las diferencias 
de clase son temas incómod¬ 
os y potencialmente divisivos, 
los impactos que tienen sobre 


izacion económica. 

Cada año, sólo dos nego¬ 
cios reciben el premio en el 
distrito de la duodécima 
Asamblea, lo cual está 
poblado por más de 
400,000 residentes en los 
condados de San Francisco y 
San Mateo. El EAG y el 
BHNC fueron los que nomi¬ 
naron a Arcos como can¬ 
didato. Felicitaciones a Arcos 
y a la familia Martínez, 
quienes realmente merecen 
este premio. ■ 

las familias obres de color 
son tremendos. Necesitamos 
hacer más que simplemente 
hablar de ellos. Muchas 
familias nuevas en el vecin¬ 
dario dicen que eligieron a 
Bernal por su diversidad, 
pero la realidad es que 
Bernal está perdiendo su 
diversidad. Para contactar a 
la campaña, por favor llame 
al 276-2941. ■ 


June: 20% off all toys 
July: 20% off all grooming supplies 


a 


Bernal PeastgJ 


A*. 


5(99 Cortland Ave 
5a n francisca, CA 9-411(9 

(415) 643-78(9(9 

wW.bfirnalbeast.c^m 

5<gLf 3<£tVic<s pet wash on site 
Dog (grooming by Appointment 

fvjon-fVi 11-7 5at 1(2-6 5un. !l-5 
&ernal Jjeí^hts Petivery 


•'A 


•Monthly paynxtnts bo «©<2 upon «1.0% one year start rate. Annual Percentage Pate 4.076%. 
Baaed cm a 30 year term. For qualified applicants only. Rates subject to change without notice. 
’•'•'Keep making regular payments until your toa niduses»- 
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Working Toward a 

NCZV EVttoi Health Care 

San Francisco 


Be a part of s 
t revitalizing 
V St. Luke's # 




Visit our website at 
www.stlukes-sf.sutterheaith.0r9 
to complete a brief questionnaire. 


Despite stories to the contrary, we at 

St. Luke’s are committed to providing 
the community with the highest 
quality of care to all. 


Your valuable information will assist us in 
planning for St. Luke’s future. If you 
complete the questionnaire, as a token of 
appreciation, your name will be entered 
into a drawing for a new digital camera. 


With the financial support of Sutter Health 
and in collaboration with our sister 
affiliate, California Pacific Medical Center, 
we are in the process of ushering in a 
new era of health care in San Francisco. 
To create a financially viable St. Luke’s 
Hospital offering expanded services and 
programs, new technologies and the 
highest quality medical staff to the 
diverse communities we serve, we need 
your support. 


You can also learn more about the plans 
for St. Luke’s and get dates and times 
for upcoming community forums by 
visiting our website. If you prefer to 
receive the survey by mail, please call us 
at 1-866-332-2249 to request a copy. 


An important part of this process is 
community involvement. We want to 
hear from you about your needs and 
suggestions for an improved St. Luke’s 


We thank you in advance for being a 
part of this new era in health care for 
San Francisco. Together, we can 
revitalize St. Luke’s. 


Watch for more news about St Luke’s, coming soon. 


St . Luke's 
Hospital 

A Sutter Health Affiliate 


Community Based, Not For Profit 
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Lo último con el graffiti: ¡quitarlo consistentemente 
ayuda a luchar contra el graffiti! 


Club Puertorriqueño de San Francisco -- Una ¡oya 
histórica escondida de la calle Misión 


El mes pasado, unos adolescentes del 

Greater Misión Consortium (GMC) 

adoptaron la esquina 

POR de la Misión/Excelsior 

CRISTY donde está la tienda 

JOHNSTON Excelsior Liquors para 

ayudar a quitar el 

graffiti de la pared. Los jóvenes que 

participan en los programas del GMC 
. / 

tienen acceso a asesoría, capacita¬ 
ciones, ayuda con sus deberes, y servi¬ 
cios legales. La mayoría son estudi¬ 
antes en Balboa High School y tienen 
pocas opciones en cuanto a activi¬ 
dades extracurriculares. En vez de 
estarse en la calle, pueden 
aprovecharse de un espacio seguro 
donde pueden navegar en Internet, 
escuchar música o simplemente charlar 
con amigos en el GMC. Para devolver 
algo a la comunidad, los jóvenes deci¬ 
dieron pintar encima del graffiti cada 
vez que se necesite. 

Desde que pasó la Ordenanza 
sobre el Graffiti en el 2004, lo cual 
hizo que DPW ya no pudiera pintar 
sobre graffiti en las propiedades pri¬ 
vadas, el número de propiedades pri¬ 
vadas cubiertas de graffiti ha aumen¬ 
tado radicalmente, especialmente en el 
Excelsior y particularmente en la calle 
Misión. El programa para luchar en 
contra del graffiti se llama ERASE y es 



Excelsior Liquors después de la 
eliminación de grafiti. 


diseñado para estimular el espíritu de 
servicio en los miembros del vecin¬ 
dario, especialmente los jóvenes, mien¬ 
tras se apoya a los dueños de 
propiedades y a los comerciantes para 
luchar en contra del problema de van¬ 
dalismo costoso que es el graffiti. 

Si a Usted le gustaría participar o 
pedir que lleguen voluntarios para 
pintar sobre graffiti en su propiedad, 
llame al 585-01 10 y le conectaremos 
con voluntarios. ¡Juntos, podemos 
hacer que la calle Misión quede her¬ 
mosa! ■ 


g Muchos residentes de Bernal Heights no 
k sabemos que tenemos un pedazo de la histo- 
g ria de Puerto Rico aquí mismo en el vecin- 
^ dorio. El Club Puertorriqueño de San 
g Francisco, b cual es conocido cariñosamente 
u como PR Club, está localizado en el 3249-A 
de la calle Misión. Lleva 90 años en esta ciu¬ 
dad, 45 años en Bernal 
POR Heights, y es el club social his- 
AMBER pánico más antiguo de bs 

PICOU Estados Unidos. 

Tras la Guerra Hispano- 
Americana, la cual terminó en el 1898, y 
después de que bs Estados Unidos hayan 
transferido a Puerto Rico, muchos de bs 
habitantes de la isla recibieron la ciudadanía 
norteamericana y se fueron a Hawai para 
trabajar en bs campos. A principios del siglo 
20, muchos llegaron a San Francisco porque 
ya no querían regresar a Puerto Rico. 

El Club Puertorriqueño fue fundado e 
incorporado en el año 1912. Es un club 
social que celebra la historia local e interna¬ 
cional de bs Puertorriqueños. El gran salón 
con cocina y balcón renovado en el jardín 
fue como casa para bs más de quinientos 
miembros en su cumbre en bs 1960 y 
1970. Durante bs 1980, como muchas per¬ 
sonas que viven en las ciudades, muchos 
miembros del PR Club se mudaron a bs 
afueras de la Ciudad, y callo el número de 
miembros. 

Es interesante notar que hay más puer¬ 
torriqueños en los Estados Unidos que es 
Puerto Rico. Más de 170,000 viven en 


California, aproximadamente tres mil en el 
Area de la Bahia. Hay un Concilio Regional 
del Oeste de Clubes Puertorriqueños, bs 
cuales están localizados en Union City, San 
José, Mountain View, Oakland, Modesto, y 
aquí en Bemal Heights. 

Antonio Vargas es el presidente actual 
del PR Club y ha sido miembro toda su 
vida. Dice que es importante mantener 
vivas la comunidad y la cultura puertor¬ 
riqueña. "Muchos de nuestros miembros 
ancianos vienen aquí para recordar el 
pasado en la madre patria", dice. 
"Tenemos reuniones mensuales, y necesita¬ 
mos incluir a nuestros hijos. Nuestros 
miembros están envejeciendo". A Don 
Vargas le gustaría que el club sigua 
patrocinando muchas actividades, como el 
Día de bs Reyes y el evento para recaudar 
fondos para becas que tiene lugar cada 
año en el Concilio Regional de Oeste. 

Vargas está listo para llevar el PR Club 
al nivel siguiente. "Tenemos que salir a la 
comunidad", dice.- "Ya es tiempo que la 
gente vea nuestro local. Es un lugar her¬ 
moso para eventos- un baile por ejemplo". 
Le gustaría ver a más gente utilizar el local, 
y está preparado a tomar bs pasos nece¬ 
sarios: "Hemos participado en el Carnaval 
de San Francisco. La próxima vez quizás 
podamos hacer algo para Fiesta on the Hill 
o el Festival del Excelsior." 

Con Vargas como líder, el Club 
Puertorriqueño de San Francisco se está dando 
a conocer en Bemal y en b ciudad. ■ 
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Yes! 1 want to help Bemal Heights ■ 

Neighborhood Center 

continue to serve my community! I 

□ $15-49 Regular Membership □ $250 Neighborhood Center Advocate I 

□ $50-99 Supporting Membership □ $500 Neighborhood Center Sustainer 8 

□ $100-249 Neighborhood Center Friend □ $1000 Neighborhood Center Sponsor ® 

□ $1.00 Youth Membership (under 18) 

□ $5.00 Seniors/Low -income Membership . 

$_ Other | 

I am paying by: check credit card I 

Visa MC #_ * 

Exp. Date_/_ ® 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 

Telephone-day Telephone-evening 


E-mail 

My employer has a matching gift program. A corporate matching form is enclosed. 
Name of employer 

□ I am interested in learning about volunteer opportunities. 

□ I am interested in learning about Planned Giving opportunities. 

□ I have remembered the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center in my will. 

Other Ways You Can Helpl 

■ Make a United Way Donor Choice gift. Just fill in BHNC's code #928683 on the 
United Way pledge form. 

■ For federal workers, the Combined Federal Campaign is the program through which 
you designate your United Way gift. 

■ Multiply your gift with a matching contribution from your employer. 

■ Donate used items to our thrift store, Gifts on the Hill, 513 Cortland Ave. 

■ Donate resale items to Community Thrift Store, Valencia between 1 7th and 18th 
Streets, and designate BHNC facet# 243) as the beneficiary. 

■ When you shop at Cole Hardware, Mission and 29th Street, tell them you want 
BHNC (acct# 515) to get 10% from your purchase. 

■ Consider including the BHNC in your estate planning. Call (415) 206-2140, ex. 161 to 
discuss how. Return to: Bemal Heights Neighborhood Center, 515 Cortland Ave., SF, 
CA 94110. 


BERNAL MOVIE NEWS 

Outdoor Cinema: Call for 
Entries, Volunteers 

The outdoor fest returns after its successful 
debut last summer, and will once again fea¬ 
ture three free screenings of films by local film¬ 
makers, shown in Bernal parks and other local 
open-air settings. Save the Saturday evenings 
of September 3, 10, and 17, from dusk to 10 
p.m. The screenings will be preceded by 
"Meet the Filmmakers" receptions. 

The deadline for submissions is July 15, 
and organizer Leslie Lombre emphasizes that 
anyone with a Bernal connection to a movie, 
from gaffer all the way up to director or pro¬ 
ducer, can submit a title. This year's fest will 
also consider other films made locally in the 
Bay Area that share the cultural, social, or 
political outlook of the neighborhood - for 
instance, gardening and ecology, dealing with 
youth gangs, or organizing against corpora¬ 
tions. Films that feature Bernal itself making an 
appearance would also be much enjoyed! 

Films must be in VHS or DVD format, appro¬ 
priate for all-ages audiences, and ideally no 
longer than two hours. Works-in-progress will 
also be considered. For more information, visit 
www.bhoutdoorcine.org. 

The festival is also looking for volunteers 
to help with outreach and promotion 
before the festival as well as those willing 
to help with staging and set-up at the 
screenings. Sign up through the Web site 
or call Leslie at 641 -0324. Local merchants 
who wish to sponsor the festival should also 
contact Leslie. ■ 

Bernal Filmmakers at SF 
Lesbian and Gay Festival 

The 29th annual International Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, and Transgender Film Festival runs 
June 16-26 at the Castro, Victoria,vand 
Roxie in San Francisco and at the Parkway 
in Oakland. This year, the work of several 
Bernal filmmakers is featured. 




Prom Night 


lisa Bertolini and Stephanie Miller's docu¬ 
mentary Prom Night follows members of the 
Lambda Youth Group - a lesbian, gay, bisex¬ 
ual, transgender (LGBT) and queer and ques¬ 
tioning support group that has been organiz¬ 
ing a queer prom for the past ten years in 
Hayward, California. The film chronicles the 
daily lives of four students as they prepare for 
the prom, giving a unique and inspiring 
insight into what it is like to be a queer youth 
growing up in the Bay Area today, as well as 
having a safe and welcoming space to cele¬ 
brate their high school years. 

Jenni Olson's The Joy of Life was an offi¬ 
cial selection at the Sundance Film Festival 
and the SF International Film Festival and 
will receive its West Coast theatrical pre¬ 
miere at the Castro in July. It uses experi¬ 
mental, impressionistic cityscapes to tell the 
tale of the Golden Gate Bridge's history as 
a suicide spot as well as that of a butch 
dyke searching for love in the city. 
Legendary SF poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti 
contributes a poem in voiceover. 

The film also pays tribute to Olson's friend 
Mark Finch, artistic director of the SF 
International Lesbian and Gay Film Festival, 
who jumped from the bridge in 1995. Olson 
wrote an op-ed piece in the Chronicle earlier 
this year, calling for a suicide barrier to be 
constructed on the bridge. 

For more info, schedules, and to buy 
tickets, visit www.frameline.org/festival ■ 
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REBUILDING BERNAL 

A senior's home gets spiffed up -- for free. 


John L. Rhodes is 82 and has been living in 

his home on Bradford Street since it was 

built in 1 963. His wife, Evelyn, picked it out 

while it was still being built, and the Rhodes 

family was the first on the block to move in. 

He worked as a merchant 
BY . w ... 

VICKY seaman in the Military 

WALKER Sealift Command for forty 

years, but in recent years 
has been busy being the cornerstone of his 
family, with two sons, twenty grandchildren, 
and eight great-grandchildren. He gets out 
for a walk around the block down to 
Bayshore and back every day. 

Evelyn Rhodes, who passed away last 
November, heard about Rebuilding 

Together, a nationwide annual event of 
home improvement projects for low-income 
elderly and disabled homeowners aimed at 
making homes safer and brighter -- all for 
free -- that allow them to continue to live 
independently. She was the one who sub¬ 
mitted the application. It was "Mom's last 
desire" to see the house spruced up, says 
son Ashley, who was on hand to help with 
the renovations, along with brother Ross, 
and several of Mr Rhodes’ grandsons. 

On the last day of April, designated as 



Three generations of the Rhodes family 
enjoy the Rebuilding Together experience. 


of workers in Rebuilding Together T-shirts 
and workpants transformed his home. Out 
front, there’s now a mail slot in the garage 
door, so he doesn't have to wait for the mail 
carrier to drop packages through the gate. 
Out back, a spiffing new fence tops the 
retaining wall in the yard. 

There are now grab bars in the bath¬ 
room, a secure seat in the shower, and hand 
rails in the toilet and on the staircase. The 
master bedroom got a bright-white coat of 
paint, as well as a brand-new orthopedic 
bed for Mr. Rhodes. A new cooktop was 
installed in the kitchen -- the old one had 
been there since the house was built. Some 



California Dreaming? 

Whether it is your first home, trade-up, or investment 
property, I can provide a bounty of services and service 
providers to help you realize your goals and dreams. 

Call me today -1 look forward to working with you. 


National Rebuilding Day, dozens of volun¬ 
teers converged on Bradford Street to do 
some barnraising! The home improvements 
were coordinated by Arcadia Maximo, who 
is on the board of Rebuilding Together as well 
as appearing on the HGTV shows House 
Detective and Treasure Makers , and Realtor 
John Edward McGee of Vanguard Properties, 
who were sponsoring the event this year. 

Mr. Rhodes sat in a downstairs room 
and enjoyed the hubbub as a constant whirl 


fabulous dinners were cooked on that. (John 
looked after Evelyn and did all of the cook¬ 
ing for the last fifteen years of her life.) The 
kitchen also got some new tiling, and had 
smoke detectors installed. Michael the expat 
English electrician updated the wiring 
throughout the house. 

It would have been Evelyn's birthday on 
May 5. Mr. Rhodes is sure that his wife was 
watching the proceedings with delight, telling 
him, "I told you it would happenl" ■ 


assisting both buyers and sellers 

Ron Whitney 

Realtor® 



ZEPHYR 


4200 17th Street 
415.701.9620 
RonWhitney@Zephyrsf.com 



CELEBRATING TASTY BERNAL 



'A&f'jii 




Neighbors from all parts of the hill and beyond gathered in St. Kevin's Hall on Saturday, 
May 14 for the Taste of Bernal Festival. They enjoyed a delicious three-course dinner pro¬ 
vided by several local restaurants and caterers, and danced the night away to the music of 
the Pena Govea family and Ralph Carney and the Hooligans. Scholarships were awarded 
to several students. Proceeds will go toward the continuing beautification of Cortland Ave. 


A POEM 

On a sun-bleached afternoon 
in a senior center 
I write a poem 
of what is there — 
pens, posters, potted plants, 
the wall clock freezing my thoughts, 
a water bottle refracting sunlight, . 
memories and longing, 
the dead, the living. 

Those things that sit 
in the back of my mind 
and bite — 

things that no one will explain — 

come to the fore, 

stand 

and walk about. 






CHILPKI;N3 

DAV 

SCHOOL 


AA' 


A t Children’s Day School, we believe in giving kids the room and 
inspiration to grow. That’s why we provide our preschoolers 
through seventh graders with one of the largest outdoor school 
spaces in San Francisco, filled with farm animals and an enchanting 
organic garden. It’s the perfect setting „„ 80UT our íxpans.on 
for an educational program that is 6th gr.tde began tt! 2003 

project-based, integrated across academic 7t - h t,e 8 jn t» V: 2004 

disciplines and grounded in the concept. _:-__ 

of social responsibility. Our curriculum instills a passion for learning 
and fosters an attitude of care for self, for others, for ideas and 
for the environment. 

We invite you to meet our dedicated team of educators. 
To schedule a tour and to find out about our sliding scale tuition, 
call Aimee Giles at 415-861 -5432. 


Toshi Washizu 


An inspired community of learners since 1983' 
333 Dolores Street (btw. 16th & 17th), San Francisco 
415-861 -5432 / www.cds-sf.org 
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BERNAL SCHOOLS 


■Bf 


I’m Jennifer Tucci, a licensed Real Estate Agent 
and a member of the Brown Bear Realty family. 
I specialize in personalized service in and 
around the Bernal Heights neighborhood. 

Whether you are buying or selling your home, I 
offer an informed local perspective, providing a 
wealth of real estate experience to each client. 

For a free market analysis, stop by my office 
on Saturday afternoons 1 -4pm, or give me call. 

I look forward to meeting you and helping you 
with all your real estate questions. 

006 600 6666 

Brown Bear Realty 
¿SHjLfA 303 Cortland Avenue 
San Francisco 


BEST PRICE * BEST PRODUCT 

Carpentry * Fences • Decks ■ Stairs 
Windows * Doors • Tile Setting 
Seismic & Structural 
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling 
Serving San Francisco neighborhoods for 
20 years 

HANDYPERSON SERVICES: 
JUST FIX IT NOW! 

415.282.5406 


FREE 24-HOUR RECORDED 
INFORMATION 

1-888-696-6780 

Eight deadly mistakes 
homesellers make Ext. 10 

Eight free tips for buying a home Ext. 20 

Receive top dollar for your home 
in any market Ext. 3 0 

Prequalified and preapproved Ext. 40 

How do I find the best deals? Ext. 50 

Find a home in a fast market Ext. 60 

Information sellers should know 
about home repairs before selling Ext. 70 


1-888-696-6780 


School reports are written by parent or 
school volunteers. 


FAIRMOUNT 

Under perfect sunny blue skies, the Fairmount 
community enjoyed its annual FiestaVal fund¬ 
raiser on May 21. More than $35,000 was 
raised through sales of food and raffle tickets 
and proceeds from a live and 
BY silent auction. Highlights from 

CHERYL (b e Jay included perform- 
HEINONEN anees by the school's choir 
and band, delicious home¬ 
made food provided by Fairmount families, 
and lively competition in the live auction for 
artwork made by Fairmount students. Prizes 
from the raffle included a weekend for four in 
Monterrey, an iPod mini, and a night out to 
Teatro Zinzanni. Funds support the school's 
art, PE, and other enrichment programs. 

Fairmount's after-school programs have 
received a grant from the Mayor's Office of 
Community Development for $27,000. The 
money will provide additional support for home¬ 
work help, enrichment activities (music, art, 
dance, theater), and physical education. The 
money will be used for the 2005-06 school year. 

As we near the end of this school year, 
Fairmount is looking ahead to next year and 
to meeting the new kindergarten families. All 
sixty seats filled up fast, and there's a long 
waiting list for our Spanish-immersion and 
English programs. For any questions about 
the school programs, please call the princi¬ 
pal, Karling Aguilera-Fort, at 695-5669. ■ 


LEONARD R. FLYNN 

The Leonard R. Flynn community celebrated in 
many ways this spring. The San Francisco Art 
Education Project summer camp awarded schol¬ 
arships to Flynn students Carlos Guillen, Teri 
Anne Martin, Brandon Vargas, Judith 
Gonzalez, Jessica Inson, and Kavina McCoy for 
music and dance. An invitation to 
BY join the EVENT Players, an ongo- 
BETH ing performance group of the Art 
THEW Education Project, was extended 
to Kavina McCoy. All students at 
Flynn attended dance class this semester, and 
many grades have been taking drumming. 
Third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade students will be 
dancing down the street In San Francisco's 
annual Carnaval parade with our partner Loco 
Bloco. The school community got a preview of 
the Carnaval contingent at our annual 
Multicultural Picnic held at the school last month. 
The picnic allowed us to share our cultures 
through food, as well as dancing and games. 

The Flynn Chorus serenaded our business 
partner, US Customs, on a field trip this 
spring. We are excited about our new plans 
for technology and the recent gift of new 
computers from Pixar to our school. We end 
the year with another book fair to raise funds 
for our library and our fifth-grade gradua¬ 
tion. We invite you to stop by to see our 
vibrant community of learners. We are 
always in need of school volunteers; for more 
information, please contact Anne Colpitts at 
695-5770. ■ 

Immaculate Conception Academy 

The ail-girls school Immaculate Conception 
Academy received a Science and Math 
Improvement Grant from the Toshiba America 
Foundation in New York City in 
BY the amount of $11,500 for a 
KATHLEEN project titled "Mini Bumper-Car 
HAYDEN Physics." The project was creat¬ 
ed by Laurel Reitman, ICA's 
Science Department chair, who crafted a proj¬ 
ect that requires her students to use their imag¬ 
ination, brains, and competitive spirit while 
learning the concepts of physics. 

The grant money enables students to learn 
physics through a combination of short lec¬ 
tures, hands-on labs, and performance assess¬ 
ments leading up to a final project incorporat- 


JUN1PERO SERRA 

Junipero Serra Elementary School received a 
facelift thanks to the efforts of first-grade 
teacher Michelle Sousa. She wrote a grant to 
Rebuilding Together San Francisco and start¬ 
ed the ball rolling. After the school was 
awarded the grant, many 
BY volunteers came together to 

SUE clean and paint the school, 

SAUNDERS inside and out! Ms. Sousa 
worked closely with design¬ 
er Quin Wu to plan the whole process. We 
appreciate the hard work of teachers, par¬ 
ents, community members, and corporation 
volunteers whose volunteer hours made the 
school's beautification possible. 

Students were busy jumping for heart as 
third-grade teacher Dorelle Ball organized 
activities that students rotated through. The 
clouds parted and made way for a perfectly 
sunny afternoon of exercise for every student 
and teacher. Buddy classrooms are in place, 
thanks to our Caring Schools Community 
grant, resulting in buddies encouraging each 
other though an obstacle course, Frisbee 
relay races, push-up beanbag toss, jump 
rope, dance, and parachute games. 
Everyone was proud to have raised $550 for 
the American Heart'Association! 

Our Title V grant for the implementation 
of Eat Together, Read Together concluded 
with the fourth successful monthly dinner 
and evening of families reading together. 
Mariuccia laconi, owner of laconi Book 
Imports, joined close to fifty families as she 
told her story of immigration from Italy to 
the founding of her company. Students 
received another free book for their quickly 
growing home library collections. J. Serra's 
library now has a special parenting section, 
and many parents are taking advantage, 
eager to start reading tips about how to 
continue being a successful parent. 
Hundreds of new books, including Spanish 
and Chinese bilingual text, are also 
expanding our library collection. ■ 

Sue Saunders is an instructional reform 
facilitator. 

Spring at J. Serra was filled with loads of 
positive energy! Our Cinco de Mayo cele¬ 
bration was made possible by 

® ! the hard work of parents and 

|/|11 

teachers coming together for 
HARRIS f ooc j anc j f un p aren t s baked 

special holiday foods, and 
teachers created game booth activities with 
prizes galore. 

Body music graced the stage at J. Serra 
as Keith Terry & Crosspulse presented a 
free concert sponsored by the San 
Francisco Symphony. A standing-room- 
only crowd of school volunteers, communi¬ 
ty members, teachers, and students' fami¬ 
lies experienced the music and dance cre¬ 
ated via the sound and movement of the 
body -- clapping, slapping, snapping, step¬ 
ping, and vocalizing. They performed tra¬ 
ditional and contemporary rhythms and 
movement, using common and very unusu¬ 
al percussion Instruments. ■ 

Kim Harris is PTA president. 


BY 

KIM 

HARRIS 



Laurel Reitman demonstrates a physics project. 

ing key concepts. The project will conclude 
with a bumper-car competition in which stu¬ 
dents tests their car construction and design. 
This will provide a solid finale to the many les¬ 
sons on force, motion, acceleration, light, cir¬ 
cuits, magnets, etc. the students will have cov¬ 
ered during the course. ■ 
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BERNAL HAPPENINGS 

Custom car show, sprucing up Holly Park and the 
Alemany Farm, and learning about Excelsior history. 


Rewin' ter St. Kevin's 

Come to the schoolyard at Paul Revere on 
Saturday, July 9 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. lor the 
first annual St. Kevin's Car Show, which will fea¬ 
ture antique, classic, custom, and rebuilt cars of 
all vintages and types. Aficionados and their cars 
are welcome: application forms are available 
from Four Star Video. Entries cost $25 per vehi¬ 
cle, and must be received by July 2 (there will be 
no entries accepted on show day). Cars should 
arrive between 8 and 10 a.m. for placement, 
with coffee and doughnuts for early arrivals! 

The car show was the idea of David Ayoob 
of Four Star and the Merchants Association, 
and is aimed at the whole Bernal community 
and beyond. Proceeds from the entry fees will 
be donated to the SF AIDS Emergency Fund, 
while receipts from food sales and a raffle will 
go toward the development of programs at St. 
Kevin's. Trophies will be awarded in several cat¬ 
egories, and there will be live musical entertain¬ 
ment. The day is free and open to the public - 
so come along and help make this a success! 

For more info, contact David Ayoob at 401 - 
7690 or Pastor Craig Forner at 648-5751. ■ 

Holly Park News 

Winter rains are over, days are the longest, and 
Holly Park is the place to be. Some special events 
are scheduled: Two lull days of "Art in the Park," 
supervised arts and crafts activities 
BY lor preschoolers, will be offered 
EUGENIE fpgg 0 f charge in joint sponsorship 

MAREK by SF Rec & Park and the 
Children's Art Center. Dates in July 
and August will be announced. Look for flyers. 

The Mission YMCA will hold the last week of 
Sports Camp, July 11-14, at Holly Park, with 
Pee-Wee's Sports Sampler in the morning and 
Star Sports in the afternoon. Info: 586-6900. 
There is a fee, with financial aid available. 

There'll be spirited park sprucing by Clean 
Sweep volunteers on Saturday, June 24 at 10 
a.m. Everyone is welcome; refreshments will be 
available. Children in the playgrounds can keep 
an eye on the more than a hundred gladiolos 
recently planted in the flower beds, as they grow 
and bloom over the summer. Friends of Holly Park 
partnered with SF Planning and Rec & Park 
Departments to sponsor the planting. Park reno¬ 
vation is close to complete, with some aspects still 
"dangling" (most notably the bathroom renova¬ 
tion). Project manager Judi Mosqueda says, "Doing 
a partial renovation on an existing park site is 
always difficult, and is particularly difficult when the 
work is not confined to a specific area, as is the case 
at Holly Park. Managing people's expectations 
becomes very important - expectations from the 
community, site staff, designers, the contractor, etc. 
... The bid from A. Ruiz Construction (ARC) came in 
law, and all bid alternates were able to be included 
in the construction contract. This allowed for the 
inclusion of baseball field improvements (ADA 
access, new paving, picnic tables, planting and irri¬ 
gation), palm trees to mark park entrances, new 
fencing at the tennis and basketball courts, and 
additional planting and irrigation work." ■ 

Hilltop Native Grassland 
Restoration Project 

The beautification of Bernal Hill continues! Green- 
thumbed residents who want to help should bring 
their willing clippers to the 11 a.m. work parties 
on Sundays June 19 and July 17. As usual, the 
' workers aim to control invasive exotics, enjoy 
summer grasses and wildflowers, maintain 
restoration areas, and pick up trash. Meet at the 
foot of the road leading to phone company 
microwave tower near southwest road closure of 
Bernal Heights Boulevard. For more info, call 282- 
5066 or e-mail bpandrp@peoplepc.com. ■ 

St. Mary's Garden Tour 

Come and see the hidden gems of St. Mary's 
Park in a special Garden Tour on Sunday, June 
5 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Many residents of 


this special neighborhood will open their gates 
to reveal the lovely landscapes beyond their 
stuccoed walls. Tour visitors pay $5 to receive a 
,map of participating gardens. All proceeds will 
benefit the St. Mary's Park Improvement Club. Buy 
the maps the day of the tour on the comer of 
Genebem Way and Benton St. in the southwest¬ 
ern part of St. Mary's Park. Contact Kass or Libby 
at 239-7370 for more details. ■ 

The Farm in Our Backyard 

Have you ever wondered about the 4.5-acre plot 
of land south of Crescent with fruit trees on the 
hillside? The one with the big windmill you can 
see from Highway 280? Until 1995, it was an 
illegal dumping site, but Alemany 
BY residents and the San Francisco 

BECKY League of Urban Gardeners 

SUTTON (SLUG) teamed up to turn it into 
one of the largest urban farms in 
the US. For eight years, SLUG staff, interns, and 
community members planted crops in fields, a 
state-of-the-art greenhouse, and thirty communi¬ 
ty garden plots at what became the St. Mary's 
Urban Youth Farm. The harvests went to farm¬ 
workers, local residents, and food programs in 
other parts of the city. The gardeners also exca¬ 
vated a portion of Islais Creek, which flows 
through the site and had been virtually destroyed 
when 280 was built over it, and offered classes 
on many aspects of sustainable gardening. 

But in June 2003, SLUG lost its city funding, 
and many projects were discontinued -- includ¬ 
ing the farm. The Department of Recreation and 
Parks took over its management. The new com¬ 
munity garden program within the department 
was overwhelmed, and the fields at the farm 
were overtaken by weeds. As the resources 
dried up, so did the community support. 

When my partner Justin and I first went there 
this January, it looked abandoned, but we could 
still see some traces of farm and set about help¬ 
ing to uncover them. The creek still flows; trees 
are producing fruit; perennial herbs, flowers, 
and vegetables can be seen next to annual 
weeds; and we even uncovered some chard in 
one of the plots! And it turns out not to be as 
abandoned as we thought. Naomi Goodwin, a 
volunteer since the SLUG days, has put in count¬ 
less hours clearing paths and coordinating volun¬ 
teers. We've met a lot of residents who are 
interested in what is happening there, and 
have formed a group to revitalize it. We've 
been having work parties every Sunday, which 
are open to everyone. We start at noon 
around the picnic table in the community gar¬ 
den area and talk about the work we want to 
see happen. Throughout the day, more people 
join in, and there are usually a few who stick 
around until dusk. 

We are also hoping to put together a vision 
for the farm, with as much community participa¬ 
tion as possible. There is a lot of potential for it to 
be an educational resource and provide sustain¬ 
able food for residents. But we'd also love to hear 
about what else it could be. We'd appreciate 
anything you can share - tools, plants, seeds, sto¬ 
ries, ideas, or energy. For more info, call Becky or 
Justin at 206-9703. ■ 

SFHA Explores the Excelsior 

On Tuesday, June 21, come to the Mission 
Dolores school auditorium at 16th and Church 
streets to hear a San Francisco History 
Association presentation by Walter Jebe Sr. on 
the history of the Excelsior - a neighborhood lit¬ 
tle explored by city historians. 

Mr. Jebe, vice president of the SFHA, owned 
a photo shop for more than forty years in the 
district, and will be sharing photographs and 
historical nuggets about the area in his visual 
presentation. Doors open at 7 p.m. for conver¬ 
sation and refreshments; the meeting begins at 
8 . Free for members, $5 for nonmembers. For 
more info, or to join the SFHA, call 750-9986 
or visit www.sanfranciscohistory.org ■ 




Berna i Heights Real Estate 


,sulilcliin,com 


Updated every Friday by noon. 

Get the most up to date news including newiistings and recent 
sales in your neighborhood every' week! 

SUHL CHIN 

Pacific Union GMAC Real Estaré 
Bernal Heights Resident & Realtor 
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CORTLAND HAPPENINGS 

Summer reading at the library, goodbye to some merchants, and streetcars on Cortland. 


LIBRARY NEWS 

GOOD NEWS FOR BERNAL HEIGHTS STATE 
PRESCHOOL ... and the Library Renovation 
Project! The preschool, currently housed in the 
basement of the library, may 
BY have found a new home just 

LISA DUNSETH a few blocks away at Paul 
& MINDY Revere School. City College 
LINETZKY officials have applied to the 
Mayor's Office of 
Community Development for funds to renovate 
unused space. With Paul Revere as a perma¬ 
nent location, the school would also be eligible 
for Preschool for All funds, which would enable 
them to expand their program to include both 
morning and afternoon sessions. 

Mark your calendars for the Excelsior 
Branch Library's Re-Opening Party on 
Saturday, July 9. Stop by to see what a won¬ 
derfully renovated library can look like. 

For more information about the Branch 
Library Improvement Program (BLIP) or to see 
when our next Community Meeting will be, 
check www.sfpl.orq or call Mindy Linetzky at 
557-4354. 

DRAGONS, DREAMS & DARING DEEDS, 
SUMMER READING CLUB. June 11 -August 6. 
Kids aged thirteen and younger can sign up 
for the Summer Reading Club beginning June 
11. Read and earn prizes like Round Table 
Pizza and Double Rainbow coupons,-glow- 
in-the-dark dragons, and Giants' tickets. 
Read-to-Mes can participate by having care¬ 
givers read aloud to them. We're also recruit¬ 
ing Kid Power volunteers. If you are between 
the ages of ten and sixteen and want to help 
out with the club, call us at 355-5618. 

TEEN SUMMER READ 2005. June 1 1 July 
23. Ages 13-18. Read books and win prizes! 
Sign up at the Bernal branch beginning June 
11, complete a Comment Card for every ten 


hours of reading, and win a Ben & Jerry's and 
Borders gift certificate. Enjoy the Grand Finale 
Party on July 29, if you finish all thirty hours, 
for more fun, refreshments, and prizes. 

SPECIAL SUMMER PROGRAMS: 

NICK BARONE PUPPETS present Puss In 
Boots. Wednesday, June 15, 4 p.m. For chil¬ 
dren of all ages. 

KOTO TALES WITH ELIZABETH FALCON¬ 
ER, featuring Japanese koto music and tales 
of adventure. Thursday, June 23, 4 p.m. For 
ages 4 and older. 

JIMBO THE CLOWN, featuring accordion 
music, juggling and humorous skits. Thursday, 
June 30, 11 a.m. For children of all ages. 

BIG SHOW MAGIC, featuring extraordi¬ 
nary magic. Wednesday, July 6, 4 p.m. For 
children of all ages. 

FLUTE SWEETS AND TICKLETOONS per¬ 
form original and classic fairytales with music. 
Tuesday, July 12, 4 p.m. For children of all ages. 

DIANA SHMIANA'S BOOK OF WON¬ 
DERS, stories, songs and clowning. Thursday, 
July 14, 11 a.m. For children of all ages. 

FLYING ANGELS acrobatics, Saturday, 
July 23, 4 p.m. For children of all ages. 

BONNIE LOCKHART, stories and songs. 
Thursday, July 28, 11 a.m. For children of all 
ages. 

ONGOING PROGRAMS: 

Preschool Storytime: Thursdays, I I a.m., 
ages 3-5. 

Crafts with Sophie: Wednesdays June 8 
and July 14, 4 p.m. 

Origami Club, Saturdays June 4 and July 
2, 2 p.m.; all ages are welcome. 

Book Club will meet to discuss DON 
QUIXOTE, v. II by Miguel de Cervantes on 
Thursday, June 30 at 4 p.m. and THE LAW 
OF LOVE by Laura Esquivel on Thursday, July 
28 at 4 p.m. Everyone welcome. 


STAFF RECOMMENDS: 

Jasmin: MELONHEAD by Michael de 
Guzman. 

Kristie: TYPICAL AMERICAN by Gish Jen. 

Lisa: RATS: OBSERVATIONS ON THE HIS¬ 
TORY AND HABITAT OF THE CITY'S MOST' 
UNWANTED INHABITANTS by Robert Sullivan 
and THE BIG YEAR: A TALE OF MAN, NATURE 
AND FOWL OBSESSION by Mark Obmascik. 

Sylvie: MURDER IN THE MARAIS by Cara Black 
and THE EARTH MOVED by Amy Stewart. ■ 

All programs at the library are free and 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library and the 
Gabriel Sharing Fund. Info: 355-2810. 

CHANGES ON CORTLAND 

Bernal residents who need their fancy gar¬ 
ments dry cleaned and who are at a loss 
since Cortland Cleaners closed need worry 
no more. Former store owner Sean Cho has 
organized a home delivery service, available 
by calling 505-3440. He will collect and 
return all dry-cleanable items to both home 
or office in the Bernal and Mission area. 

Edward's Hardware no longer has a store¬ 
front, but Edward can still be reached at 424- 
7364 for all your plumbing and construction 
needs. And Kid Stop will close its doors on June 
5 after a short stay on Cortland. Store manag¬ 
er Richard says all clothing is priced to move, 
with most items costing between $5 and $20. 

And much-loved Italian restaurant 
Palatino closed its doors on May 28 after four 
years on the hill. Bernal gourmands turned 
out in force to say goodbye to owners Aldo 
and Louise Blasi, who welcome everyone to 
Milano, their other restaurant in Russian Hill 
(they promise that Monday will be "Palatino 
Specialty" night, featuring greatest hits from 


BERNAL HEIGHTS PRESERVATION 

The clang and rattle of electric streetcars 
careening down Cortland and Richland was 
heard again in Bernal Heights for one night 
only at May’s BHP meeting. Three dozen 
people gathered in the library 
BY Jo hear a presentation by rail- 
PALLADIO WQ Y expert and historian Phil 
Hoffman, who is the coauthor 
of San Francisco's Market Street Railway 
(Arcadia Publishing), the definitive picture 
book about the "White Front Cars." 

On Mission Street, a car house was built in 
1894 where the Big Lots store is now. Streetcar 
lines into Bernal came after 1900. Folsom 
St./Precita Ave., Cortland Ave., and Richland 
Ave. at various times carried the 9, 23, 24, 27, 
and 36 lines. The last streetcar ran in Bernal 
Heights on Richland in December 1949. 

The audience got the gamut, from bloody 
strikes and lockouts in the early 20th centu¬ 
ry to harrowing tales of accidents and- 
wrecks on the lines. Bernal is the proud 
location of a "target house" (one that has 
been hit by a runaway streetcar more than 
three times) on Andover Street. There was a 
short film .clip of cars hustling up Cortland, 
and photos of "CaFville," where the street¬ 
cars went to retirement as funky residences 
out by Ocean Beach. 

Afterwards, some people straggled off to 
Skip's to relive the memories and get their 
tickets punched. 

Visit www.bernalheightspreservation.org 
to see photos of some of the streetcars and 
for, more local history. The next BHP meet¬ 
ings will be Wednesdays June 15 and July 
20 at 7 p.m. at the library. June's special 
guest will be architect Joe Butler, who will 
offer advice and training on how to survey 
our neighborhood. ■ 


Po you cHAtrqt youK.owt\r 

MOTOR 
OIL? 

TAKE YOUR USED OIL TO ANY OF THESE LOCATIONS I 


Your used motor oil can be cleaned and re-refined into new motor oil. 
Don't pour it down the drain or throw it in the trash. Recycle it! 


SAC Ford 

415-553-4400 - J11 Imlustri;il ((s' Bayshore) 

ABC Aulo Parts 

415-826 8676 Hól) Davidson Ave. ((«■ Rankin) / Accepts nil fillers 


SF Recycling & Disposal 

!formerly Sanitary l.amjfill Co.) 

415-330-H00 • Sill 'llmnel ((»' Recycle) / Accepts oil filters 

Kragen 

4l5-656-()6% 2S00 San Bruno ((?■ lVllon) 


Kragen 

41S->S5- l )S(K) -1 ISO Ocean I.ee) / Accepts oil filters 


Oil Changer 

415-487-1740 - I0K Valencia ((s' Dnhore) 

Kragen 

415-X26-3 7 ''3 3i‘th Mission St ((s' Precita} 

Quality T\me-up 

415-431-6550 -phi S. Van Ness ((p’lhtlt Si) 


Firestone 

415-621-4650- HOI Mission i(? Hill St > / Accepts oil filters 
Jiffy- tube 

415-255-lWOO • JIK)“ill St K«' Fnlsi «11 ) /Acceptsoil filters 

Mark Morris Tires 

4l5-s63-3 l >3 1 ) -1 fOl Mission ((s' loth St.) / Accepts nil fillets 

SF Honda 

415-441-2000- 10 S. Van Ness ((s' Market) 


Chevron 

415-56'’-1136 • 2500 California St. ((s' Steiner) 

SF Honda Marina 

4\5-.Wi-'4(X) - 2tRH Lnmfianl St. ((s' Fillmore) / Accepts ml filters 

Port of SF 

Marina Harbor parking lot ((s' Buchanan St.) / Acceptsoil filters 


Chevron 

415-441-2240 - 2465 Van Ness ((s> Union) 

Jiffy Lube 

4l5-922-"258 - 2030 Van Ness (@ Jackson) 

Mark Morris Tires 

415-673-3441 - 1200 Larkin Hush) / Accepts oil filters 

Port of SF 

Hyde Street Harbor / Accepts oil filters 

Port of SF 

Fishermans Wharf <sP Pier 45 / Accepts oil filters 
Sunset 

Kragen 

415-6X2-9177 - 2150 Tara val (@ 32 nd Ave.) 

Chevron 

415-731-2733 - 1890 19th Ave. (@> Ortega) 

Pennzoil 10 Minute Lube 

415-664-5823 -1700 10th Ave. ((s' Noriega) /Acceptsoil filters 

Pete's Unocal 76 

4l5-664-8~27 - 3701 Noriega ((s’ 44th Ave.) 

SF Honda 9th Avenue 
415-6S2-2900 - 1259 9tli Ave (@> Irving) 

Richmond 
Jiffy Lube 

415-' J 50-0233 - 6(W deary ((s’ 25th Ave.) 

Kragen 

415-3X7-1783 - 6101 Geary ((s’ 25th Ave.) 

T & R 76 - 11 

415-66S-4.H5 - 301 25th Ave ((s’ California) 

Firestone 

415-567-3311 - 2800 Geary Blvd. (@ Wood) 

Kragen 

415-668-5241 - 3855 Geary Blvd. «s’ 3rd Ave. ) A 



SF Environment ^ 
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Department ol the Invironmenl 
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For more information, coll the SF Environment hotline: (415) 554-4333 

Funded by o grant from the Californio Integrated Waite Management Board. Coll center for hours of operation and quantities occepfed. 
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CARMELO "MEL" ANNUZZI 

7 / 20 / 22 - 5 / 18/05 

Carmelo Peter "Mel" Annuzzi was a true son of 
Bernal. He grew up on 
Moultrie Street and 
moved to Ellsworth 
Street with his wife 
Marie on Memorial 
Day 1947, after hav¬ 
ing chosen the house 
when only the con¬ 
crete foundation had 
been laid. 

Mel went to Paul 
Revere, then Mission 
High, where he 

played on the basketball team. He met his future wife, 
Marie, on the bus — she played field hockey, and they 
sat together. They celebrated their sixtieth wedding 
anniversary in November 2004. 

Mel served in field artillery during WWII and was 
stationed in Texas. When he was discharged in 
February 1946, he returned to San Francisco and 
took Marie on a belated five-week honeymoon across 
the country, visiting Los Angeles, New Odeans, 
Chicago, Cleveland, and Niagara Falls. They raised 
their two sons, Pete and Mel Jr., in the house on 
Ellsworth. After the war, he was involved in the sheet 
metalwork business with his brother Pete. The two 
founded Annuzzi Concrete Services in the 1960s with 
a red pickup truck and $500; the company went on 
to be hugely successful and renowned in the city, with 
PG&E contracts and federal work at the Presidio. 

Mel loved hunting and fishing, especially deer and 
elk, and striped bass. In the early 1970s, he and Pete 
invested in racehorses and raised several winners, 
including the horse on which Willie Shoemaker had 
his last win. He also loved to go to the family's vaca¬ 
tion home on Lake Tahoe. There, he could sit on the 
deck and feed squirrels and birds while enjoying the 
view as well as taking in the gambling. Once a gag¬ 
gle of Bernal residents from St. Kevin's Church arrived 
via Greyhound bus in Tahoe, bewildering the other 
folks, who wondered who this great celebrity was.. 

Mel was proud of his Italian heritage, and laved to 
tell the tale of how he and Marie took a cruise to Italy 
and tracked down his long-lost uncle, with whom they 
had lost contact during the war. He showed some pho¬ 


tographs to a group of local paisanos; one of them rec¬ 
ognized his Unde Feliciano, and showed Mel where his 
uncle lived. Much wine flowed in celebration that night! 

Mel loved San Francisco and especially Bernal 
Heights. He adored his family, and was kind and wel¬ 
coming to all the kids on the block. ,He ran the bingo 
at St. Kevin's with his brother Pete. While still working, 
he would always take breakfast at the Silver Crest 
diner on Bayshore, and then stop for lunch at Scoma's 
at Fisherman's Wharf. He was famous in the neigh¬ 
borhood (or his El Camino car, which he would drive 
while smoking his trademark cigar. As well as his fam¬ 
ily, he loved his cat Silver Bullet, who would be glued 
adoringly to his side when he was at home. ■ 

JOSEPH BERNAL 

Joseph Bernal, a longtime resident of Bernal Heights, 
passed away on April 15 at the age of 79. He attend¬ 
ed the BHNC's Senior Congregate Meal Program and 
participated in the Brown Bag and Food Box distribu¬ 
tions. He was a lover of horses and cars, and recalled 
riding his horse to school when he was a boy. As for 
cars, he had several parked all over Bernal Heights, 
and a collection of parking tickets to match. 

After his girlfriend passed away from cancer about 
four years ago, he found a new place to live in Daly 
City, but still visited the BHNC though he was miles 
away. He loved Bernal Heights and always thought of 
it as his home. He was the loving brother of Alice and 
husband David Robinson, who survive him. He is also 
survived by numerous nieces and nephews. ■ 

DAVID HAMILTON BERNARD 

6 / 2 / 50 - 4 / 9/05 

David Bernard, longtime resident of Bernal Heights, 
died peacefully at home 
surrounded by the love 
of his partner of sixteen 
years, Larry Cruz; his 
sister, Dorothy Jackson 
of Washington, DC; 
other family members, 
and many loving 
friends. He is also sur¬ 
vived by his brother 
Claude and two nieces. 

The cause of death was AIDS-related lymphoma 
David was born in Altoona, Pennsylvania, the son 


'Workout On 

Six weeks V 

can make al! che difference! 

Summer Sessions ^ 




June 13—July 25 
August 1— September 12 
Mon day—Friday 


6:15 AM—7:15 AM 
9:00 AM -10:00 AM 
Boot Camp 

Jump start your day with 
this progressive workout 
designed for men and 
women. Look better, feel 
stronger and achieve your 
personal best. This results 
oriented workout uses 
military inspired drills, 
full body calisthenics, 
weight training, yoga, 
Pilates and much more! 

filiUSilM 

prop In Anytime 

Visit: 

wvw.coachcharlotte.com 
Or call 

415.596.6535 


Every fitness level welcomed 


You don't have to go far 
to find the perfect solution 
to boring gym routines. 

It's all in the neighborhood...a 
SMART and EXCITING way 
to get FIT and have BIG 
FUN outdoors EARLY in 
the morning in Bernal 
Heights Holly Park! 

only 

$299.00 
30 workouts 


Charlotte Williarrv, M.Ed., is a life coach, 
fitnes expert and personal trainer who’s 
trained thousands of filness profesHOids 
and people around the world lor over 
twenty years. A former Nike ^lonsored 
athlete and consultant, Charlotte carried 
her message to dozens of countries as a 
workshop presenter and speaker. She’s 
produced and starred in her own 
instructor training and consumer 
videos She’s written fitness artides for 
industry and consumer magazines 
She ws the featured fitnesi guru for an 
internet magazine and was a consultant 
to fibres celebrities Her dientele has 
induded San Francisco city officials, 
business executives, entrepreneurs 
and socialites. Charlotte lives in Bernal 
Heights, San Frandsco. 
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of sociologists Luther Lee Bernard and Jessie Bernard. 
He attended school at Sidwell Friends in Washington, 
DC, received his bachelor of arts from Haverford 
College, and later was awarded a master's degree in 
Environmental Engineering from Drexel University. 
He was a man of many interests, including a deep 
knowledge of psychology and Eastern studies. He 
was a mountain climber, a triathlete, a world travel¬ 
er, a gourmet cook, and the proud owner of two 
Labrador retrievers, Kato and Star. 

David loved our "village on the hill," and strongly 
believed in supporting our local businesses. He 
shopped daily at the Good Life Grocery, had his 
monthly haircut at Tom's on Cortland, and especially 
loved the food at the Liberty Cafe. He walked his dogs 
daily on Bernal Hill and in Holly Park. He also 
believed in helping maintain the diversity of the com¬ 
munity and was a major donor to the BHNC. His part¬ 
ner, Larry Cruz, is an active member of the board of 
BHNC, and the couple held an annual house party to 
recruit members. We will sorely miss his shárp intelli¬ 
gence, quick wit, hospitality, and generous spirit. 

A memorial to honor his life will be held at the 
AIDS Memorial Grove in Golden Gate Park on 
Sunday, June 4, at 11 a.m. A reception will follow at 
his home. In lieu of flowers, please send donations in 
David's name to the BHNC. For further information, 
please call 826-7140. - Larry Cruz ■ 

LUIS CERVANTES 

11 / 1 / 23 - 4 / 27/05 

Luis M. Cervantes, San Francisco fine-arts painter, 
sculptor, and master craftsman, passed away 
peacefully on April 27 at the age of 81 at his home 
in San Francisco after a brief battle with cancer. 

After serving in WWII, he permanently moved 
to San Francisco and found employment at 
McRoskey Airflex Mattress Company as a custom 
mattress maker. He retired after 46 years of 
employment in 1992. In the 1950s, he used his Gl 
Bill to study sketching and sculpture at SF State. He 
had several exhibits of his ceramic sculptures, 
including ones in 1960 at the M.H. De Young 
Museum of Art and the SF Museum of Modern Art. 

In 1961 he met Susan Kelk, a painting student at 
the San Francisco Art Institute, who became his wife 
and lifelong partner. The couple founded and direct¬ 
ed the New Mission Gallery at 1083 Valencia and 
22nd Street, one of the most important contemporary 
avant-garde galleries of the time. In 1970, rising 
rents forced them to move to a storefront at Precita 
and Harrison with their first son, Luz De Verano. Luis 
abandoned his ceramic sculpture to create optically 
vivid and geometric paintings with Politec acrylic 
paint. These works were shown at the Oakland 
Museum of Art, the Unicorn Gallery, and the Galería 
de la Raza among others. 

In 1977, Luis and Susan founded Precita Eyes 
Muraiists, a nonprofit, community-based mural arts 
organization/The artists all resided near Precita Park 
and would meet and paint together regularly. The 
mission of Precita Eyes Muraiists has been to create 
murals in a collaborative process with artists to pro¬ 
duce visionary urban public community art. After 
retiring, he dedicated himself to his art and produced 
many sculptures, wood carvings, and paintings until his 
cancer developed. He continued to attend Precita Eyes 
functions, even having his hallmark eightieth birthday 
parly in 2003 there. His bst exhibited work was shown 
at the Mission Cultural Center’s thirty-year retrospective 
of Latino Arts in 2004. Luis and Susan were given a 
mayoral proclamation by Mayor Gavin Newsom on 
April 6, which Luis attended while declining radiation 
therapy, as "Luis and Susan Cervantes Day" at the 


reception for the exhibit of Precita Eyes' monumental 
murals at City Halt. Outside of his avocations, Luis 
often fraternized with friends at Cafe La Boheme at 
24th St. and Mission. He could often be heard 
describing his artwork, adventures, and philoso¬ 
phies. He truly captured the spirit and imagination of 
many of his friends, who regarded him as an artist, 
teacher, and modern shaman. 

Luis is survived by his Icving wife Suscn Kelk 
Cervantes, sons Luz de Verano, Suaro, and Monte 
Cervantes; grandsons "feo, Cielo, and Javier; grand- 
dajghters Sequoia and Maricruz; brothers Angelo, Juan, 
and Frank; and sister Aunara. In his honor and memory, 
please send contributions and donations to Precita Eyes 
Muraiists at 2981 24th St., SF 94110. ■ 

TOM FOWLER 

10 / 28 / 51 - 5 / 7/05 

www.tomfowlerart.com 

First, I would like to acknowledge and express my 
appreciation to all those artists with a warrior spirit 
and the enormous will to create something new, sub¬ 
stantial, and original [in terms of their visual artistic 
creation]. I should offer loud applause to the work of 
my friend, the painter Tom Fowler, who died sudden¬ 
ly at age 53, leaving behind his artwork in the gal¬ 
leries of SF, LA, and New York, as well as in the homes 
of admirers and friends. Tom leaves behind his son 
Zack, who is only fourteen. The unfortunate news has 
been painful to us all. 

Tom Fowler, a prolific and original artist who 
struggled twelve years ogo with alcoholism and drug 
addiction, has left us with memories of the cheerful 
friend and exemplary, creative, innovative, and disci¬ 
plined artist in search of his own language. Although 
for many years Tom 
was the artistic direc¬ 
tor of a PR firm, he 
decided to take the 
more narrow road 
by becoming a 
painter of San 
Francisco, of Potrero 
Hill, of the Mission, 
and Bernal. As much 
a painter of sordid 
landscapes and 
dark, earthly themes 
as of colorful scenes. 
A painter who continued to grow without bounds 
within the artistic realm, in galleries and among youth 
and admiring collectors. 

Tom Fowler was, unquestionably, well known for 
his talent. He collaborated, worked and donated 
part of his work to many organizations, such as: 
SOMARTS, the Zeum, the De Young, the Mission 
Cultural Center, Art Span and the AIDS Foundation. 
His talent for drawing was in his blood. He was a 
designer and illustrator for many friends and distin¬ 
guished clients, including the San Francisco 49ers 
and the San Francisco Opera. His excellent sense for 
graphic design was evident in this body of work. An 
example of this is one of his last Consecutive Text 
series. Tom would write words or phrases like 
"God," "Why," "I'm sorry," or "Guilty" hundreds of 
times, inspiring the viewer to question both the inner 
and outer worlds, time and time again, with the 
intensity and obsessiveness of his repetitive use, all 
depicting his reflections on everything that is fragile, 
satirical, ironic, and torrid in the world we live in. 
Ironically, he left three unconcluded works: "Peace," 
"HaHaHa," "Yes," and "Maybe, Maybe Not." 

Tom’s genius and ability to quickly venture into 
new techniques was extraordinary. He never waited 


for a famous painter, an art critic, or any distin¬ 
guished academy to teach him anything. Tom and his 
collages were a reflection of his anxieties, his sexual 
or sexist emotions, depending on the observer's cri¬ 
teria. His work also reflected his innovations and 
desire to be an original painter. His techniques 
included mixed media, acrylic, pencil or charcoal, 
napkins for texture, paper towels, cat litter, baseball 
diamond dirt, melted wax, old cardboard, asphalt, 
artificial fur, and even liquid coffee.lt is estimated that 
on more than one occasion, he managed to produce 
more than 365 artistic works in the span of a year. 

Tom was also a good friend and a generous man. 
He wouldn't hesitate to give away a painting for a 
birthday or any other occasion. As a dedicated cof¬ 
fee drinker, he drank eight 32-oz. cups a day. It was 
common to see him at 7:45 a.m. outside Peet's 
Coffee at Potrero Center. He was always ready for a 
discussion about cinema, politics, rock ’n’ roll, and 
the arts, never failing to mention any upcoming art 
show where his friends might be exhibiting. Everyone 
saw him as a classic character, especially because of 
his peculiar way of sharing anecdotes about his mul¬ 
tifaceted life while puffing on the cheapest brand of 
cigarettes. Tom was an avid reader and a fan of bal¬ 
let, dance, and Shakespeare plays. 

Thanks to the support of his romantic partner 
during his latter years, Karen Hildebrand, he 
became intrigued about traveling to New York to 
begin to get his foot in the door of the Big Apple's 
artistic world. He achieved the responsibility, com¬ 
mitment and satisfaction of exhibiting in SoHo, NYC. 
Many of his artworks are now peacefully hanging 
on the walls of dozens of apartments in SF and 
other cities in the U.S. and Europe. 

His family and close friends, Tyrone Tripoli, 
Christine Friel, "George," Bob Barkley, Chris Natrop, 
Danny Raymond, Geoff, Aaron Cutchin, Hillary, Kurt 
Stoeckel, Miguel, Tammy and Neels, Chris Lindgren, 
Nikki Simms and the remaining members of his rock 
band Tastes Like Chicken, among many others, will 
miss him dearly, for his warmth, talent, courage and 
love of life. May this valiant San Francisco artist rest 
eternally in peace. - Julio César Martinez 
(Translation by David Sweet-Cordero) ■ 

BETTY KILICH 

A champion of Bernal Heights, Betty Kilich, passed 
away on April 23. As a longtime resident, her motto 
for the neighborhood was 
"Fiercely cherish." She 
did this with her activism 
on behalf of many preser¬ 
vation issues. Patrolling 
the hilltop with her small 
dog, she confronted the 
troublemakers before the 
hill was officially a park — 
dirt bikers eroding the 
paths, rocks covered with 
graffiti, and trash dumpers on the boulevard. 

Her activism extended into the realm of develop¬ 
ment and construction in the neighborhood. She was 
a cofounder of the East Slope Design Review Board, 
and was instrumental in persuading the Planning 
Department to mandate special zoning rules to pre¬ 
serve the rural neighborhood character of Bernal 
Heights. One of her more noteworthy achievements 
was being part of the group of neighbors who suc¬ 
cessfully lobbied the city to purchase open space on 
Peralta Avenue, a landmark vista point on the north 
side of the hill that was threatened with development. 

Journalism was her profession. When she moved 
from reporting to writing a column about interior 


design, many of the subjects were rooms in the old 
Victorians of Bernal. She always appreciated the 
built-it-yourself spirit of this community. Betty came to 
Bernal in 1965, first living on Rutledge, then moving 
to Mullen. She was always tuned in to the stories and 
personalities of the community. If there was a rumor 
going around, she had already heard it. She will be 
missed by many friends, and long remembered on 
walks in the neighborhood. -- Palladio ■ 

GEORGE A. WELCH 

George Welch, dear brother of Nan McDonald (John) 
and Mary Rosser (Leroy), also survived by a host of 
other relatives and 
friends, passed away 
April 17 at age 67. 

George was always 
a vital part of our 
family celebrations, 
entertaining us all 
night with his stories 
while drinking rum 
and smoking fine 
Cuban cigars. He 
was an uncle to my 
children, always 
ready to babysit them, and throughout our thirty-plus 
years of friendship he also became a great-uncle to 
my grandchildren. He was reliable, honest, direct, 
and smart. 

George lived in SF some forty years, teaching 
many women his special salsa moves, insisting that 
certain women (his favorites) needed more practice 
than others. It was only a matter of time that some¬ 
one else would see George's dance talents; eventu¬ 
ally he would be invited to dance with visiting 
troupes such as the Papines, and Los Muñequitos de 
Matanza from Cuba. George retired after 25 years 
with AT&T as a sales associate. He was a musician by 
night, hanging out and playing with all the local 
bands, scraping the güiro, shaking the maracas, or 
shaking his nalgas. He was an icon in the community 
best known for his boisterous laughter and contagious 
smile that would eventually become his trademarks. 

George had a special seat at Skip's Tavern, never 
paid for a drink at El Rio, and enjoyed talking to "los 
viejos" at El Oso (currently known as El Valenciano). 
He played with Mirasol some years back, but man¬ 
aged to always be onstage jamming with some of the 
great local bands. He was on numerous boards and 
committees throughout his life, including the Mayor's 
Task Force for Community Development; he sat on the 
Latino Initiative Board for the American Red Cross, 
and most recently retired as chairman of the board 
for Arriba Juntos. 

George loved talking about his college days and 
football friends; they would come over to his house in 
Cincinnati, and his late mother, being only five feet tall, 
would ask his friends to please sit down because she was 
getting a stiff neck. Most people thought he was Cuban, 
though he was actually African American. His Spanish 
was convincing, his Cantonese was comprehensible, 
althouc^i at times he took great joy in teasing his Latino 
friends in Centónese and his Asian friends in Spanish. 

Before his illness overtook him, George had been 
taking voiceover ebsses, hoping one day to do com¬ 
mercials for TV, and audiotaping children's books. 
Sometimes he would call me and purposely deepen his 
voice as he spoke, and I would wonder if I could hear 
God's voice, whether it would sound like George's. Fie 
leaves behind an incredible legacy of living life to its 
fullest. Though he died in his hometown of Cincinnati, he 
left his heart with us in San Francisco; he will be missed, 
and he will never be forgotten. - Anita Madrigal ■ 





Music Together of San Francisco 



Summer Session starts June 27th 


Bring music into your life using songs, 
movement, rhythm chants, and 
instrument play 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 



MUSIC 


TOGETHER 
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y a Free Demo! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


GOURMET VEGETARIAN CUISINE deliv¬ 
ered to your doorstep. For monthly menu, 
call Jane Peal, Cuisiniére, at 826-2133, or 
see Web page at www.pealcuisine.com 

HANDYMAN/CARPENTER: Repair a 
door, install cabinets or shelves, fix a 
fence, deck or windows, even some elec¬ 
trical. I do good work at a reasonable 
rate. Robert: 566-3389. 

CHARLIE THE PHONE GUY: Residence/ 
Business/Home Office phone wiring. 
FAX/Modem/DSL. Dead jacks made live! 
Free estimates. On-time appointments. 

641-8654. SFPhoneguy@aol.com 

BODYWORK AND MOVEMENT 
ANALYSIS: Claudia Singer CMT, CLMA, 
SHPE. Rehabilitate from injury, improve 
alignment, release excess tension, improve 
athletic performance through movement 
and hands-on work. Call 820-1410. 

NEED AN EXTRA PAIR OF HANDS?: We 

are a nonprofit that specializes in connect¬ 
ing homeowners, renters, event planners, 
and businesses with an extra pair of hands. 
We specialize in temporary and sporadic 
labor, and can send workers to jobs as 
brief as three hours, or can fill permanent 
positions. We are flexible, affordable, and 
convenient. We can be reached at 252- 
5375 or 5376 during our business hours: 
7 a.m.-12 noon Mon.-Wed. & Sat or 7 
a.m.-l p.m. Thu. and Fri. Call up to an 
hour prior to reserve reliable workers for 


moving, construction, gardening, clean-up, 
set-up, painting, and more. With prior 
notice, laborers are available 7 days a 
week at all hours at rates of $12-$l 5 per 
hour. Our Women's Collective (which can 
also be reached at 252-5375 or 5376, 
and requires only one day advance notice) 
specializes in cleaning, childcare, and 
eldercare. We are a nonprofit dedicated to 
worker empowerment; all of the money 
that you are paying goes directly to the 
workers, www.sfdaylabor.org 

FULL SERVICE GARDENER: Wake up one 
fine spring day to a blossoming paradise in 
your garden. Now is the time to dean up, 
plan it, and plant it. Maintenance, renova¬ 
tion, organic soil building. California native 
plants a specialty. Call Jeannine Zenti at 
642-0246. 

SUNNY, QUIET GUEST APARTMENT IN 
BERNAL HEIGHTS: Perfect for your visit¬ 
ing family and friends, or your temporary 
quarters while remodeling. Private 
entrance, full kitchen, close to Cortland 
Avenue, transportation, and shopping. 
Call 647-0945. 

BEGINNING MOSAIC WORKSHOPS with 
longtime Potrero Hill artist. Create a step¬ 
ping stone - original art for your garden. 
See www.jonieisen.com or call 648-6740. 

AFFORDABLE PICTURE FRAMING AND 
MAT CUTTING. Museum-standard fram¬ 
ing. Douglas Elliott, 121 Kingston Street, 


SF, CA 94110. Tel 550-9248. E-mail 
elliottsf@earthlink.net. 

TOO TIRED TO COOK? Flour Girl is a 

new in-home cooking service featuring 
menus customized to your EXACT needs. 
Imagine coming home to fabulous meals 
prepared by your very own personal 
chef. FREE in-home consultation. Call 
Chef Coco Jacobs at 948-6410. 
www.flourgirlchef.com 

NEED HELP GETTING YOUR HOUSE IN 
ORDER? Clean & Natural House 
Cleaning and Organizing Service. We 
use nontoxic products. Since 1989. 
Simone 806-7877. 

SPANISH LESSONS. Beginners, 
Intermediate and Advanced Levels. 
Grammar and Conversation (tailored to 
your own needs). Cultural Events. 
Native Teacher. Agora Language 
Resources 248-1881. 

SAT/PSAT CLASSES TAUGHT BY A SPE¬ 
CIALIST with eight years' professional SAT 
experience. Learn unique, effective strate¬ 
gies for raising your scores! Eight-day 
course, July 20-29, CCSF, John Adams 
Campus, $360. Reading and Writing 
intensive, August 1 -5; Math intensive, 
August 8-12, Fort Mason Center, $230 per 
section, $440 both. Fees include extensive 
packet of original materials. Visit insight- 
tutoring.com, or contact David Freeling, 
dnafreeling@hotmail.com, 285-0574. 


COMPUTER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE 
AND USER EDUCATION. Hardware and 
software, installation, configuration, and 
upgrades. Broadband installation, and 
network (wired and wireless) setup. Virus, 
Trojan, and spyware removal. Data 
recovery. Website construction. 
Competitive rates, house calls, small to 
large jobs and can work with nontechnical 
individuals. References. John 586-2333. 

TRAUMA- or ADDICTIONS-FOCUSED 
PSYCHOTHERAPY. Licensed Marriage & 
Family Therapist, Certified Alcohol & 
Drug Counselor. Bernal location. Eric 
Denner, LMFT, CADC. 828-4457. 

TIRED OF SQUEEZING YOUR OUT-OF- 
TOWN PARENTS OR FRIENDS INTO 
YOUR ALREADY JAMMED HOME? 

Visiting the City on a temporary business 
assignment? Charming, fully furnished 
studio, cable TV, VCR, stereo, kitchen, 
full bath, laundry, garden, phone, avail¬ 
able on a short-time basis. Next to open 
space, easy parking, good transporta¬ 
tion. Bernal Heights. 285-7064. Web 
site: janiesnest.com ■ 

Ads cost 20c a word. 

To place a listing in the 
Classifieds section, please 
contact Kathy O'Grady 
at 206-2140 ext. 148 or 
kogrady @ bhnc.org. 














Beth lives in the neighborhood and owns several rental properties in 
the city; she is knowledgeable about landlord/tenant issues. She has also reno¬ 
vated several homes and then rented them out or sold them. 

Beth enjoys working with first-time buyers as well as trade-up buyers and sellers, 
and can put herself into the shoes of buyers with varying motivations. 

She has a good reputation for pricing her listings correctly, so they sell quickly. 
The right asking price is arrived at through Beth's exhaustive research into cur¬ 
rent market conditions. 


% 






Charles has been a resident of Bernal Heights for more than a 
decade. He is a partner in two local shops, Charles Hall Home 
Interiors and Axt, and Om and Garden Plants and Garden Design. A 
licensed Realtor with an extensive background in residential income 
and loans management, he recently became the newest member of 
the team of Realtors led by Donna Roberts at Brown Bear Realty, 
serving the neighborhood of Bernal Heights and the greater Bay 
Area. Charles has more than eight years' experience in the building 
industry, designing and remodeling houses and gardens to sell. His 
background in custom renovation has given him a keen eye for what 
buyers and sellers are looking for in today's property market. 

Contact Charles if you are looking to buy, sell, or 
refinance your home, or wish to discuss other options for 
your property. First-time buyers are especially welcome! 


(415)285-5700 

Brown Bear Realty 303 Cortland Avenue ♦ San Francisco 



For more information, 
call Charles at 215-2521 or 
e-mail at hall 179@yahoo.com 





















